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· Aloha, everyone. I want to thank you joining us here today.

· The presence of so many agency officials here today reflects our collective determination to realize the possibilities that offshore renewable power offers our country and our economy.  
· I am excited to be here and very interested to learn about the interest and opportunities in both research and commercial development of renewable energy sources on the federal Outer Continental Shelf (or OCS) offshore Hawaii. 
· It’s a pleasure to be here to kick-off what I expect will be the beginning of many informative discussions, useful information-sharing and productive collaboration in the area of offshore renewable energy.

· As I am sure most of you know, energy – particularly renewable energy - is a high priority of the Obama Administration.
· In fact, just two weeks ago in Florida, President Obama spoke about securing a future for America built on home-grown energy -- and his blueprint to help us get there. 
· While the President called for a sustained, all-of-the-above strategy that develops every available source of American energy, he reaffirmed his commitment to building a clean energy economy and the need to reduce our dependency on foreign sources of energy.
· During his speech the President offered good news that “in 2010, our dependence on foreign oil was under 50 percent for the first time in over a decade. We were less reliant on foreign oil than we had been. In 2011, the United States relied less on foreign oil than in any of the last 16 years.”

· He went on to say that “because of the investments we’ve made, the use of clean, renewable energy in this country has nearly doubled -– and thousands of American jobs have been created as a consequence.”
· This is indeed good news but, as the President said himself, we have a long way to go.

· Here in Hawaii, the pursuit of fossil fuel independence and a clean energy economy is alive and well.  The state of Hawaii is home to an aggressive clean energy agenda – one that seeks to: reduce foreign sources of energy; increase energy efficiency and clean energy projects; and enhance ongoing research into promising technologies to tap sustainable ocean resources, like offshore wind and wave energy.  
· Last year Governor Abercrombie wrote a letter to Interior Secretary Ken Salazar requesting that he establish an intergovernmental task force to provide input into BOEM’s decision making process regarding issues related to renewable energy activities on the OCS offshore the state of Hawaii.

· In July of last year, we began work with the Governor’s office in planning for this, our first meeting.

· As you look around the table, the task force is comprised of federal and state agencies and elected officials from local governments with a role in approving, reviewing and/or regulating resources or activities that could be affected by renewable energy activities on the OCS.   

· Through this task force, and the coordination and consultation umbrella provided by the task force framework, we hope to discuss and identify opportunities for appropriate renewable energy activities on the OCS offshore Hawaii.

· I am hopeful that those of us gathered here today will acknowledge the opportunities and challenges before us as we work together to support the State of Hawaii’s clean energy initiatives. 
· Before we tackle today’s agenda, I’d like to briefly offer a little history into BOEM’s renewable energy authority. 

· The Department of the Interior took on the role as the manager of OCS renewable energy leasing and development following enactment of the Energy Policy Act of 2005.  Some of the key mandates of this law address safety; protection of the environment; coordination with affected state, local and tribal governments, and other federal agencies; and a fair return for the use of OCS lands. The law also called for the development of regulations to carry out these and other mandates.

· The final regulatory framework for renewable energy activities was published in April 2009. The framework provides a comprehensive approach to offshore renewable energy initiatives - from preliminary study and lease issuance, to construction and operation, to decommissioning of projects.
· The Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) is responsible for managing and implementing the OCS renewable energy program. 
· While offshore renewable energy development has emerged as an opportunity to provide valuable energy to the nation, this opportunity brings with it environmental, engineering and structural challenges. 
· As we examine opportunities for ocean-based renewable energy projects, science-based decision-making and adaptive management practices will play an important role, and will be critical to help us harmonize the often competing uses of our ocean. 
· Along the Atlantic and Pacific coasts, BOEM’s Environmental Studies Program is actively collecting biological, geospatial, socio-economic and cultural information in offshore areas that hold renewable energy development potential. 
· This data will be critical in determining and evaluating the effects of OCS renewable activities on natural, historical and human resources, and in defining the appropriate monitoring and mitigation of those effects.

· Additionally, BOEM continues to fund research associated with operational safety, engineering standards for ocean-based renewable energy devices, and associated pollution prevention.
· In fact, BOEM is currently funding ocean renewable energy research with the Department of Energy and the University of Hawaii at Manoa at the Kaneohe Bay Marine Corps Base. 
· So far, we have established task forces in 11 states - ten on the East Coast and one on the West Coast, and they have proved to be an extremely useful tool in helping to inform our decision-making as we consider areas of the OCS for renewable energy leasing and development. 
· Today, I am pleased to announce that today marks the first meeting of our 12th task force – the BOEM Hawaii OCS Renewable Energy Task Force. 
· I look forward to today’s discussions and to our future efforts together as we explore opportunities to support Hawaii’s interest in exploring renewable energy research and possible future commercial development on the OCS. 

· I appreciate your participation in this meeting and your interest, knowledge and energy as we move forward with these efforts. 
· Mahalo.
