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Permit Application

Subject Specialist Review

NonrestrictedNonrestrictedNonrestricted Restricted Part B Restricted Part A

Letter of Authorization
*If in the chief's judgment, the 

import is likely to increase the level 
of risk above low-risk, a permit will 

be required.

Requires Determination by the Board

Board Review Process

Permit Application

Subject Specialist Review
Risk unknown Compiles information submitted on the 

application and prepares Board submittal.

Advised to Determine 
risk level. Advisory Subcommittee Review

Sends to appropriate Advisory 
Subcommittee(s), Algae, Bacteria, Fungi, 

Viruses, Protozoa, Land Vertebrates, 
Invertebrate and Aquatic Biota, Plants or 

Entomology.
Low - Moderate Risk Moderate - High Risk

Site inspection 
approval.

Requires permit 
approved by the Board.

Subject Specialist Preparation*
Compiles comments and recommendation of 

the Advisory Subcommittee.

PQB Chief issue 
permit. Advisory Committee on Plants and 

Animals
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Presents submittal to the Advisory Committee 
at its scheduled public meeting.

Subject Specialist Preparation*

Compiles comments and recommendation of 
the Advisory Subcommittee and Advisory 

Committee including Branch's 
recommendation.

Board of Agriculture
Presents submittal to the Board for review and 

determination.

*Requires Attorney General review and 
approval as to form.
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Select Human Pathogen Unlisted

No permit required if the importer 
meets the requirements of certain 
federal regulations (CDC/USDA).  
Otherwise, the import requires a 
permit approved by the Board.

Permit Application

Microorganism Specialist Review

Submit request to the Advisory 
Subcommittee on Microorganisms
Advisory Subcommittee makes a 
recommendation on the level of 

risk presented by the 
microorganism requested for 
import and its proposed use.

Microorganism Specialist 
Recommends Risk Level

Plant Quarantine Branch Chief 
Determines Risk Level

An unlisted microorganism allowed 
import will be subsequently 
proposed for listing on the 

appropriate list of microorganisms 
based on the department's 

determination of the level of risk 
presented by the microorganism.
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Low-Risk Moderate-Risk High-Risk

May be allowed import 
by a letter of 

authorization issued by 
the PQB chief without 
Advisory Committee 

review or Board 
approval.

A special permit may 
be issued by the PQB 

chief for purposes 
specified by rules.  

Purposes not 
specified by rules 

require Board 
approval.

A special permit may 
be issued by the 

Board.


