Maui beaches


MAUI

Maui has a coastline of 300 km and contains more than 100 beaches. In this report the coast is divided into four sections. The Hiehi Coast from La Perouse bay to McGregors Point. The Weest Maui coast up to Hawea Point. The rugged northwest coast between Hawea Point and Wahiee River, and finally the North Shore that fronts the coastal plain between Wahiee River and Hookipa. It does not include the long east Maui coast. Table 1 outlines the natures of each coastal section.

Table 1

Maui coast and beaches

	
	Coast length (km)
	No. beaches
	Beach length

(km)
	% beaches

	Kiehi Coast
	39
	37
	17.4
	45

	West Maui
	44
	26
	19.5
	44

	Northwest Maui
	37
	11
	2.4
	6

	North Shore
	29
	35
	16.5
	57

	Sub total
	149
	109
	55.5
	37

	East Maui
	151
	-
	-
	-

	Maui
	300
	-
	-
	-


KIHEI COAST

The Kihei Coast extends for 39 km from La Perouse Bay to McGregors Point. The shoreline generally faces west towards Kahoolawe and the more distance Lanai, curving round in the northern Maalaea Bay to face south. The islands provide shelter from west and some south swell, resulting in usually low waves at the shore, averaging about 0.5 m. In the south between La Perouse Bay and Makena State Park relatively recent lava flows and cinder volcanoes dominate the shore, with much rock and few beaches. From Makena Bay north sandy beaches dominate the shoreline with the longest beaches on the island forming much of the Maalaea Bay shoreline. Rocky basalt shore again dominates the coast from McGregor’s Point to the west. The entire coast contains 37 beaches and is readily accessible off the Makena Road in the south, the Kihei Road in the  center and Pi’ilani Highway in the north. The main town  center of Kihei is located towards the northern end of the shore, with tourist and residential development dominating most of the 15 km of shoreline between Makena Bay and Kihei.

MAUI 1-4
CARTERS REEF-AHIHI BAY
No.
Beach 

Rating
Type

Length

1
Carters Reef
4
Boulder
100 m

2
Keoneoio Bay
3
R

50 m

3
Dumps

5
Boulder
80 m

4
Ahihi Bay
5
R+rock reefs
500 m

The southwestern tip of Maui is dominated by still barren lava flows and some cinder cones resulting in an irregular basalt shoreline. The Makena Road terminates at La Perouse Bay, with only 4 WD and walking tracks leading beyond along the lava dominated south coast. Four small beaches (M 1-4), are located along the first 10 km either side of the 1790 lava flow. All are accessible off the Makena Road and the first three are located within the Ahihi-Kina’u Nature Reserve that includes much of the lava flow.

Carters Reef (M-1) is located at the end of the road in the northern corner of La Perouse Bay. The road leads to a gravel track, which terminates at a rough car park adjacent to the beach. The beach consists of a 100 m long strip of high tide basalt and coral boulders and patches of sand, fronted by a 20 m wide basalt platform, the an inshore area dotted with rocks, basalt and patchy coral reefs. Rideable waves also break over the shallow Carters Reef immediately east of the beach. The beach faces south and receives swell reduced to about 0.5 m at the shoreline. This is a popular spot for kyakers, snorkellers and SCUBA divers, the latter swimming out from the shore. The La Perouse Point left hand break is located 1 km to the southeast on the eastern side of the bay. XE "BEACH:CARTERS REEF" 

 XE "surf:Carters Reef'" 

 XE "surf:La Perouse Point" 
Keoneoio Bay beach (M-2) is a 50 m long strip of high tide sand located at the northern base of the 100 m wide funnel-shaped Keoneoio Bay, immediately west of Carters Reef. The beach is backed by private houses with no direct public access. It is sheltered by its embayed location, together by the finger-like lava points and reefs that dominate the western side of the bay shore. XE "BEACH:KEONEOIO BAY" 
Dumps beach (M-3) an 80 m long boulder beach located on the western side of the lava flow. A car park for the beach is located just off the Makena Road with a 100 m walk across the lava to the rocky shore. The beach is dominated by boundary low basalt point and rock and refs on and just off the shore. It is primarily used for launching kayaks, snorkelling and SCUBA diving. The Dumps surf break is located along the eastern basalt point, which produces a series of left hand breaks. XE "BEACH:DUMPS" 

 XE "surf:The Dumps" 
Ahihi Bay (M-4) is a 500 m long section of irregular west-facing basalt shore located right besides the Makena Road. It contains a few patches of sand between fingers of basalt. The two more popular and accessible patches are known as Moon Surface and Wedding Beach, a popular location for weddings. The remainder of the shoreline is low jagged basalt rocks and small patchy boulder beaches. Because of its proximity to the road and usually low waves both the sandy and boulder beaches, as well as rock shore is used by tourists for launching kayaks, snorkelling and SCUBA diving. The Moon Surface beach is located right next to the road and consists of a 20 m long patch of coral sand located in the northern corner of a 100 m wide basalt bay, with a surf break forming over a reef off the northern rocks. Wedding Beach has a total length of 50 m, with two 10 m wide gaps between basalt rocks and reefs, providing access to the sea at either end of the otherwise rock enclosed beach. Some of the other sandy patches are backed by houses and only accessible around the rocks. While waves are usually low along this shore the prevalence of rocks and reefs result in moderately hazards conditions, and very hazardous conditions when waves exceed 0.5 m. XE "BEACH:AHIHI BAY" 

 XE "BEACH:MOON SURFACE" 

 XE "BEACH:WEDDING BEACH" 

 XE "surf:Moon Surface" 
MAUI 5-6
BIG & LITTLE BEACHES
No.
Beach 


Rating
Type
Length

5
Big Beach

4
R
1200 m

6
Little Beach

4
R
150 m

7
Black Sand Beach
4
R
300 m

Big and Little beaches are located at the northern end of Ahihi Bay on the southern side  of the 110 m high Puu Ola cinder cone, while Black Sand Beach is located on the northern side of the cone. All three beaches lie within the Makena State Park. Big Beach is one of the more popular beaches on the island.

Big Beach (M-5) is also known as Oneloa Beach. It is a slightly curving 1200 m long southwest-facing steep, wide sandy beach usually containing 10-20 well developed beach cusps. The Makena Road clips the southern corner provide limited parking and access in the south, with two larger car parks located behind the  center and northern end of the beach, with dense vegetation surrounding and backing the remainder of the beach. The beach is moderately exposed to south swell which average between 0.5-1 m and surges up the steep beach faces and cusps. During higher swell the shorebreak become heavy and dangerous, and a southern left hand break and northern right break form of the boundary reefs and rocks. In addition shore parallel bands of beachrock lie at base and just off the beach and cause additional wave breaking and hazards during bigger seas. This is a popular often crowded beach with no lifeguards, so care should be taken especially when waves are breaking along the shore. XE "BEACH:BIG BEACH" 

 XE "BEACH:ONELOA BEACH" 

 XE "surf:Big Beach" 

 XE "state park:Makena" 
Little Beach (M-6) is reached by walking 100 m over the point at the northern end of Big Beach. The 150 m long steep sandy beach faces west and is bordered by protruding rocky points and deeper reefs, with the cinder cone rising steeply behind. Waves are usually a little lower at the beach, which is narrow, steep and reflective. This beach is popular with nude bathers. Care should be taken when waves are breaking, especially over the rocks and reefs as they can generate a rip current against the northern rocks.  XE "BEACH:LITTLE BEACH" 
Black Sand Beach (M-7) has derived its coarse black sand from erosion of the cinder cone which forms its southern boundary. The 700 m long beach commences at the base of the 100 m high slopes and curves slight to the northwest. It receives waves averaging 0.5 m which usually surge up the steep beach face. Black sand beachrock outcrops in places along the southern half, while it dominates the northern half of the beach. During higher south swell there is a surf break off the southern end of the beach and hazardous conditions with waves breaking heavily on the beachrock. The state park, a rough access track and car park and natural vegetation back the southern half of the beach, with the Makena golf course behind the northern half. Thus course marks the beginning of the 15 km long highly developed section of Kihei coast. XE "BEACH:BLACK SAND BEACH" 

 XE "surf:Black Sand" 
MAUI 8-10
MALUAKA-MAKENA
No.
Beach 


Rating
Type
Length

8
Maluaka Beach
3
R
350 m

9
Keawala’e Cove
3
R
150 m

10
Makena Landing
3
R
50 m

To the north of the sloping tree covered Maluaka point is a 1500 m long section of rocky shore containing two small headland bound embayments and three moderately sheltered beaches (M 8-10). The first Maluaka Beach (M-8) is backed by the V-shaped Maui Prince Hotel. The beach commences on the northern side of the point and curves to the north for 350 m to the next basalt point. The hotel is located behind the  center of the beach, with the golf course to the south and natural vegetation to the north, and a strip of trees and dune vegetation between the development and the beach. The beach has medium sand and a moderate slope with low waves usually breaking a few metres off the shore. XE "BEACH:MAKENA BEACH" 
The second embayment is dominated by rocky shore and basalt reefs and contains two sheltered beaches (M 9 & 10). Keawala’i Cove (M-9) is located at the southern end of the embayment between two protruding basalt arms that shelter the narrow 100 m long sandy beach that runs along the base of the cove. The beach has a low to moderate gradient and usually low to calm waves. It is backed by beachfront houses, with the historic Keawala’i Church located on the slopes above the northern end of the beach. XE "BEACH:KEAWALA'I COVE" 
Makena Landing (M-10) lies towards the northern end of the embayment, and consists of a series of three small patches of sand separated by basalt rocks and reefs and totalling about 100 m in length. The road runs along the rear of the beaches with a car park and public access at the northern end. The northern pocket is also used to launch small boats across the fine low gradient beach. The water is shallow off the beach with usually low wave to calm conditions. XE "BEACH:MAKENA LANDING" 
MAUI 11-14
CHANGS –PO’OLENALENA BEACH
No.
Beach 


Rating
Type
Length

11
Kapua’ilea Point
3
R
50 m

12
Changs Beach

3
R
400 m

13
Po’olenalena Beach
3
R
200 m

14
Halo


4
R
50 m

To the north of Makena Landing is a low 400 m wide basalt Kapua’ilea Point, with fingers of basalt protruding seaward to form serval small rocky coves. Beach M–11 is located in the northern most corner, with beaches M 12-14 forming a near continuous longer sandy beach on the northern side of the point.

Beach M-11 is a 60 m long strip of fine low gradient sand located between 5 m high basalt point and scattered rocks that from a V-shaped cove. The points and small beach are backed by several houses to the south and condominiums to the north. The beach receives low waves, which break across the low gradient shoreline. While conditions are usually quite, higher waves generate a rip against the northern rocks. XE "BEACH:KAPUA'IKEA POINT" 
Changs Beach (M-12) commences on the northern side of the point. It is a 400 m long beach composed of fine to medium sand with a wide beach and low gradient swash zone. Usually low waves break across the lower beach, with higher waves producing a heavier shorebreak. The beach is bordered by the point to the south with a cluster of basalt rocks and reefs off the southern section of the beach and a small basalt point to the north. Condominiums occupy the southern point, while, the central-northern section is occupied by Po’olenalena Beach Park and contains tree shaded camping areas, with a northern car park. XE "BEACH:CHANGS BEACH" 

 XE "beach park:Po'olenalena" 
Po’olenalena Beach (M-13) is located immediately north of Changes and trends north for 200 m between two small basalt points, with rocks also protruding out onto the northern half of thee beach. It has fine to medium sand and a moderate gradient swash zone. The entire beach is backed by beachfront houses, with no direct public access. Waves are usually low with a shorebreak developing during higher waves.  XE "BEACH:PO'OLENALENA" 
Halo beach (M-14) is a 50 m long reflective pocket of sand located past the 30 m long boundary rocky point. The rocky point extends 20 m seaward of the southern end of the beach, with basalt bounders grading into the northern point. Houses back the point and beach with no direct public access.  XE "BEACH:HALO" 
MAUI 15
WHITE ROCKS
No.
Beach 

Rating
Type
Length

15
White Rocks
4
R/LTT
300 m

White Rock beach (M-15) (formerly Palauea Beach) is an undeveloped beach backed by natural vegetation, with houses bordering the southern end, and in 2004 a major development underway at the northern end. The beach is 300 m long, faces west and is bordered by a basalt headland in the south and a 50 m long narrow basalt ridge and reef in the north. It is composed of fine sand and exposed to waves averaging 0.5 m which maintain a low gradient swash zone with a narrow bar forming during higher waves, backed by a sandy beach grading into the overhanging trees. This beach is off the main road and primarily used by locals for swimming, fishing and informal camping amongst the trees. XE "BEACH:WHITE ROCK" 

 XE "BEACH:PALAUEA" 
MAUI 16-19
POLO, WAILEA, ULUA & MOKAPU BEACHES
No.
Beach 


Rating
Type
Length

16
Polo Beach

4
R/LTT
400 m

17
Wailea Beach

3
R/LTT
300 m

18
Ulua Beach

3
R/LTT300 m

19
Mokapu Beach
3
R
350 m

Polo Beach marks the beginning of a 2.5 km long section of four small headland bound beaches, all backed by major resorts and condominiums, and linked by the Wailea Coastwalk which is open to the public. The beach usually receive waves averaging 0.5 m and less which break across a narrow surf zone and run up the moderate gradient beaches. However higher waves produce a heavy shore break and can form rips against the boundary rocks and reefs.

Polo Beach (M-16) is a 400 m long west-facing low gradient sandy beach, bordered by low basalt points to either end, with a cluster of rocks also outcropping along the narrow  center of the beach, with some rocks and boulders also backing the beach. The beach receives waves averaging about 0.5 m, which usually break across a narrow bar which during higher waves produce a heavy shorebreak. The resort, its building and lawns run the full length of the beach, with the main beach access down the basalt slopes in the  center. In addition there is public parking, toilets and access at the southern end of the beach. The beach usage is however dominated by the resort guest with resort facilities and beach umbrella usually dotting the northern half of beach. Shaws Reef is located on the southern point and produces a left surf break during higher south swell. XE "BEACH:POLO BEACH" 

 XE "surf:Shaws Reef" 
Wailea Beach (M-17) is located 500 m to the north, with a low irregular basalt headland covered by condominiums in between.  The 300 m long, west-facing beach is backed by two resorts, the Four Seasons behind the southern half and Grand Wailea behind the northern half, with a public car park, toilets and access in between. The beach is composed of fine-medium sand with a moderate slope and usually a narrow bar and low shorebreak. It is bordered to either end by basalt boulders and low points and reefs, with a surf running off the southern Wailea Point during higher south swell. Higher swell also produced a heavy shorebreak. The beach is used by guests from the two resorts both of which have beach umbrellas lining the upper beach, as well as some watercraft, together with canoes used by the local canoe clubs. The Grand Wailea also has a series of swimming pools on the slopes between the resort and the beach. XE "BEACH:WAILEA BEACH" 

 XE "surf:Wailea Point" 
Another 500 m long basalt shoreline separates Wailea and Ulua beaches, with a series of low-rise condominiums backing the entire shore. Ulua Beach (M-18) is curving a 300 m long west-facing sand beach bordered by 10 m high rocky shore to the south and backed by a vegetated bluff then grassy slopes leading to a large low rise condominiums complex. The beach is moderately sheltered with wave usually 0.5 m or less which break across a 20 m wide swash zone. A few rocks also outcrop on the southern section of the beach, while there is public parking and access on the low rocky point at the northern end of the beach. XE "BEACH:ULUA BEACH" 
Mokapu Beach (M-19) extends north of the low point and reef that separates it from Ulua with the public using the same central access. The beach curves to the north for 350 m to a low sand point fronted by scattered basalt boulders and reefs. In addition several low rock ridges cross the beach and extend into the surf, particularly along the northern half of the beach, linking to rock reefs offshore. The beach has a moderate slope and is usually reflective. It is backed by two resorts with coconut trees along the backing bluff, then lawns leading up to the buildings. The reefs that border Ulua and Mokapu are both popular spots for snorkelling and SCUBA diving, while higher waves produce a right break off the southern Mokapu rocks. XE "BEACH:MOHAPU BEACH" 

 XE "surf:Mokapu" 
MAUI 20-21
KEAWAKAPU BEACH
No.
Beach 

Rating

Type
Length

20
Keawakapu Beach south
3
R/LTT
600 m

21
Keawakapu Beach north
3
R/LTT
600 m

Keawakapu Beach is a 1200 m long sandy beach, which is divided in two by a central rock littered sandy point. The southern beach (M-20) extends from the boundary Mokapu Point north for 600 m as a continuous moderate gradient reflective beach usually containing a series of beach cusps and at time a narrow bar and surf. There is public access and shower located at the southern end of the beach, while beachfront house back the remainder. The northern half of the beach (M-21) continues north for another 600 m to a low rocky point backed by two high-rise condominiums. Beachfront houses back the entire beach, with once central public walkway. The beach has reef off the southern section then a clear sandy central-northern seafloor. It usually has low waves which maintain a moderate gradient and cusped swash zone and occasional narrow bar, which develops into a heavy shorebreak during periods of higher waves. XE "BEACH:KEAWAKAPU BEACH SOUTH" 

 XE "BEACH:KEAWAKAPU BEACH NORTH" 
MAUI 22-26
KAMAOLE BEACHES
No.
Beach 


Rating
Type

Length

22
Kihei Boat Ramp
3
R+breakwater
100 m

23
Kamaole 3

3
R/LTT

300 m

24
Kamaole 2

3
R/LTT

300 m

25
Kamaole 1

3
R/LTT

500 m

26
Youngs beach

3
R

100 m

To the north of the Kihei boat ramp are the three Kamaole beaches and Youngs Beach which occupy 2.5 km of shore. They are all backed by the main Kihei shopping district and are located right on the South Kihei Road, making then popular beaches with locals and tourists.

The Kihei boat ramp (M-22) consists of a curving attached breakwater that shelters the ramp from south and west swell, the central ramp and a shorter northern groyne, all located in the  center of a 100 m long sandy beach. The ramp and breakwaters dominate the  center of the beach, with two small 20 m and 30 m long pockets of sand located between the outside of the walls and the boundary basalt rocks and low bluffs. The ramp curves round to a large car park, with the main road 100 m from the shore. The 30 m long northern beach is used by swimmers, however care must be taken to stay clear of the boat traffic. XE "BEACH:KIEHI BOAT RAMP" 
Kamaole Beach Park extends north of the boat ramp for 1600 m and contains the three west-facing Kamaole beaches. Kamaole 3 (M-23) is a 300 m long moderately steep sandy beach bordered by low basalt rocks, with low rock ridges also crossing the southern and northern section of the beach, and a 100 m long low rocky point at the northern end. It is backed by a low vegetated foredune and a large central car park, toilets and lifeguard tower, with the beach park to either side. Trees shade the cental-northern end of the park. Waves are usually low and break across a narrow bar, with higher waves producing a heavy shorebreak and rips against the longer southern rock ridges.  XE "BEACH:KAMAOLE 3" 

 XE "beach park:Kamaole" 

 XE "lifeguard:Kamaole 3" 
Kamaole 2 (M-24) continues north of the low rocky point for another 300 m to a low 150 m long point. The beach while bordered  by basalt points has a continuous sandy foreshore and low foredune, with usually low waves breaking across a narrow bar and surging up the moderate gradient swash zone. Higher waves produce a heavy shore break and a rip against the southern rocks. The beach park covers the southern point and backs the southern half of the beach where the lifeguard tower is located, while condominiums back the northern half and extending round the 150 m long northern point. The Kihei coast lifeguard headquarters is located in on the southern point overlooking the beach. Car parking is only available on the main road.  XE "BEACH:KAMAOLE 2" 

 XE "beach park:Kamaole" 

 XE "lifeguard:Kamaole 2" 
Kamaole 1 (M-25) commences on the northern side of the point  and trends north for 500 m to the next low rocky point. The beach receives low waves, which usually break across a narrow bar and up the moderate gradient beach, backed by a low undulating foredune. The beach park extends along the southern half of the beach, with houses backing the northern half and northern headland. The park section contains a small car park, toilets and a central lifeguard tower. XE "BEACH:KAMAOLE 1" 

 XE "beach park:Kamaole" 

 XE "lifeguard:Kamaole 1" 
Young’s Beach (M-26) is located at the northern end of the basalt shore. It consists of an 80 m long pocket of sand located between the rocks that extend 400 m south to Kamaloe, and a low protruding basalt ridge that forms a natural groyne. Then beach consists of a narrow 100 m long strip of sand located at the base of a continuous seawall. The small curving beach faces wast, with the southern tip of the fringing reef reaching the outer basalt reefs off the southern end of the beach. It is backed by two houses. XE "BEACH:YOUNGS BEACH" 
MAUI 26-30
THE COVE-WAIPUILANI PARK
No.
Beach 


Rating
Type


Length

27
The Cove

3
R+fringing reef
80 m

28
Waimahaihai 

2
R+fringing reef
400 m

29
Waipuilani Park
2
R+fringing reef
800 m

30
Waipuilani Park north
2
R+fringing reef
1100 m

The Cove marks the beginning of a 5.5 km long section of once continuous sandy reef fronted shoreline that extends north to Kihei Wharf. Today the shoreline is broken into nine beach sections (M 27-35), the beaches separated by seawalls and groynes, replaced by seawalls in places, and backed by a variety of parks, houses, condominiums and hotels. The first four beaches (M 27-30) extend for 3.5 km from The Cove to a seawall at the end of Waipuilani Park.

The Cove (M-27) is a natural indentation in the shoreline immediately north of the Young’s beach basalt ‘groyne’ that marks the end of the basalt dominates coast to the south, and the beginning of a 5.5 km long section of low energy sandy beaches fronted by fringing reef. A seawall backed by a car park and boat ramp, extends north from the boundary rock groyne with the beach commencing 200 m to the north where the seawall protects the South Kihei Road. The sand and shelly beach continues north for 100 m to the beginning of the 2 km long seawall that fronts Kalama Park and houses beyond. The beach is sheltered by the fringing coral reef, which lies 200-300 m offshore. It is used by a canoe club and by surfers paddling out to The Cove surf break located over the shallow outer reefs. XE "BEACH:THE COVE" 

 XE "surf:The Cove" 
Waimahaihai beach (M-28) commences at the end of the long Kalama Park seawall and trends to the north for 400 m to a 100 m easterly offset in the shore induced by a rock groyne. The beach is sheltered in lee of 400 m wide fringing reefs with usually very low waves to calm conditions at the shore, particularly at low tide. The beach is narrow and backed by beachfront houses and occasional seawalls, which gradually replace the beach to the south. There is public access at the mouth of two small drainage canals and one street.  XE "BEACH:WAIMAHAIHAI" 
Waipuilani Park beach (M-29) commences at the groyne and continues north to a slight reef induced protrusion in the shore, with two low sand-coral ridges extending out across the reef. The low energy beach lies in lee of the 400 m wide shallow fringing reef with low wave to calm conditions along the shore. It is backed by a mixture of houses, condominiums and parkland with public access at the end of some streets and in the north to a small beachfront car park and toilet facilities.  XE "BEACH:WAIPUILANI BEACH PARK" 
The northern section of Waipuilani Park beach (M-30) continues north of the foreland and ridges for a further 1100 m, finally terminating against the next section of seawalled shoreline in front of a large block on condominiums. The beach continues to the lee of the shallow fringing reefs as a narrow low energy high tide beach. It is backed by a 100 m wide grassy parkland, which is used by wind and kite surfers to launch. Then park also contains tennis courts with condominiums set back behind the park.  XE "BEACH:WAIPUILANI BEACH PARK NORTH" 
MAUI 31-35
KALEOLEPO-MAI POINA OE’LA’U PARK
No.
Beach 



Rating
Type


Length

31
Kaleolepo Park

2
R+fringing reef
50 m

32
Kaleolepo Park north

2
R+fringing reef
200 m

33
Maui Lu 1


2
R+fringing reef
50 m

34
Maui Lu 2


2
R+fringing reef
80 m

35
Mai Poina Oe’la’u Park
2
R+fringing reef
1200 m

Kaleolepo Park commences at the usually blocked mouth of a small stream and extends north to the Maui Lu resort, with Mai Poina Oe’la’u Park commencing north of the resort and continuea north to the old Kihei wharf. This once 2 km long strip of continuous beach is now divided by seawalls into five sections (M 31-35). The South Kihei Road parallels the rear of the shore with several access points.

Beach M-31 is located at the mouth of a small streams and wedged in between the end of a seawall protecting condominiums to the south, and a smaller seawall surrounding the Ocean Institute building to the north. A grassy tree-shaded park backs the beach with the road behind. A partly submerged fishpond the fringing reef fronts the fine sand low gradient beach with usually low waves at the shore.  XE "BEACH:KALEOLEPO PARK" 
The main Kaleolepo Park and beach (M-32) extends north of the Ocean Institute seawall from 200 m to the Maui Lu seawall. The beach park is undeveloped with some bare unstable foredunes and beach located either side of a small usually blocked stream in the south while trees cover the northern half. The beach is moderately steep with a few rocks along the northern section.  XE "BEACH:KALEOLEPO PARK NORTH" 

 XE "beach park:Kaleolepo" 
Maui Lu report is fronted by a 200 m long seawall which contains two gaps occupied by two small beaches. The first beach (M-33) is a 50 m long pocket of sand bordered by basalt seawall and backed by grass-covered 2 km high bluffs and a resort car park. Steps lead down to the beach, which usually has a few chairs. It has a low gradient sloping into deeper water off the beach, with fringing reefs 200 m offshore. Waves are usually low at the shore. The second beach (M-34) lies 100 m further north with seawalls to either side. It is a low energy beach fronted by fringing reef extending 200 m offshore. A narrow coconut tree covered foredune then the road backs the beach. The small northern seawall marks the end of the resort. XE "BEACH:MAUI LU 1" 

 XE "BEACH:MAUI LU 2" 
Mai Poina Oe’la’u Park (M-35) commences at the Maui Lu seawall and trends to the north of 1200 m to the ruins of Kihei Wharf. It is a narrow beach park, which varies in width from 20 to 50 m, for the most part backed by a vegetated foredune with one toilet facility. Some rock outcrops towards the southern end of the beach forming a slight foreland, with more rocks closer to the wharf. This is a predominately low energy beach fronted by fringing reefs which narrows to 100 m at the wharf. It is popular with local fishers and canoe clubs while some boats are moored off the northern end. As the reef narrows wave energy increases slightly and cusps often from along the northern 200 m of the beach. XE "BEACH:MAI POINA OE'LA'U PARK" 

 XE "beach park:Mai Poina Oe;la'u" 
MAUI 36-38
SUGAR BEACH-MCGREGORS POINT
No.
Beach 


Rating
Type

Length

36
Sugar Beach

4
R+beachrock
5000 m

37
Maalaea harbour
2
R

50 m

38
McGregor Point
4
R

80 m

The 6 km wide Ma’alaea Bay occupies the northern arc of the Kihei coast and links the slopes of the eastern half of the island with those of the west. The shoreline contains the longest beach in the island connecting the west-facing coast to the east, to the more rugged east-facing coast to the west. The long Sugar Beach (M-36) and two small beaches (M 37 & 38) are located along the northern bay shore.

Sugar Beach (M-36) is the longest beach on Maui curving for 5 km from the Kihei wharf in the east to the rocks of Ma'alaea Harbour in the west. The beach faces into the south swell that average about 0.5 m at the shore maintaining a moderately steep reflective beach, with sections of beachrock outcropping along the shore. It is backed by a 1 km long series of condominiums in the east and a small section in the west that also border Ma’alaea Harbour. Most of the beach however is backed by a natural low vegetated foredune, with the 150 ha Kealia Pond behind the  center of the beach, which is linked by a small stream to the bay. The North Kihei Road parallels much of the beach providing good access from the road. The eastern end of thee beach beside the wharf is used by the Kihei canoe club. XE "BEACH:SUGAR BEACH" 
Ma’alaea Harbour is a major small boat harbour located on the western side of the bay. It is protected by two attached breakwaters from southerly weaves. Within the harbour is a small pocket of sand (M-37) located in the northeast corner below the condominiums. The 50 m long low energy beach is usually calm and provides access to the water. On either side of the harbour breakwaters are Freight Trains and Buzzes surf breaks, both breaking over rock reefs. XE "BEACH:MAALAEA HARBOUR" 

 XE "surf:Freight Trains" 

 XE "surf:Buzzes" 
McGregors Point is a 15 m high basalt point that marks the western boundary of the Kihei Coast, with the West Maui shore continuing to the west. Two hundred meters east of the point is an 80 m long steep sandy beach (M-38) located at the base of the steep vegetated slopes below the highway and backed by basalt rocks which extend out to either side. A rough vehicle track descends 50 m from the highway to the rear of the small beach which is used by local fishers and occasional campers. The McGregors surf break runs along the eastern side of the point. XE "BEACH:MCGREGORS POINT" 

 XE "surf:McGregors Point" 
WEST MAUI
The West Maui coast begins at McGregors Point and includes the 44 km of generally west-facing shoreline up to Hawea Point. The entire shoreline is backed by slopes rising to the 1700 m high West Maui mountains, while basalt rocks, boulders and outcrops dominating much of the shore. A total of 26 beaches occupy 19.5 km (44%) of the shore, the remainder dominated by generally low basalt boulders and bluffs and some section of seawalls. The town of Lahaina is the major settlement of the coast, with a near continuous strip of tourist resorts, condominiums and residential development occupying most of the shoreline to the north.

Wave conditions vary seasonally along the coast. During the summer low to moderate south swell reaches the southern beaches and part way up the west coast, while the bigger winter north swell and trade wind waves reaches the north and part way down the west coast. As a consequence wave size and direction, and the location and nature of surfing breaks and currents, including rip currents, varies with the changing wave  climate.

MAUI 39-42
PAPALAUA-UKUMEHAME
No.
Beach 



Rating

Type


Length






Shore
Outer

39
Papalaua State Wayside
3
5
R+fringing reef
800 m

40
Ukumehame Beach Park
3
5
R+fringing reef
1800 m

41
Punahoa Beach

3
5
R+fringing reef
500 m

42
Ka’ili’ili Beach

3
5
R+fringing reef
1300 m

The Hono Api’Ilani Highway winds around the steep, rocky southern shore of the west coast and descends onto a narrow coastal plain that extends up to Lahiana. The first four beaches encountered (M 39-42) occupy a 5.5 km long section of shore that terminates at Hekili Point. The beaches face due south into the summer south swell, which averages about 1 m over the outer fringing reefs and usually less than 0.5 m at the shore.

Papalaua State Wayside (M-39) commences as the highway descends out of the winding section. The wayside has an 800 m long south-facing steep narrow eroding beach that is fringed by reefs averaging 300 m in width. The highway runs along the rear of the beach, with the narrow vegetated zone in containing the park and camping area. The beach has a central and western seawall built to protect the highway. XE "BEACH:PAPALAUA STATE WAYSIDE" 

 XE "beach park:Papalaua State Wayside" 
Ukumehame Beach Park (M-40) extends west of the seawall for 1800 m to the small mouth of Ukumehame Stream with cobble beaches to either side. The beach is steep, narrow and eroding with trees falling into the sea and tree stumps along the shore. The highway backs the beach with the beach park wedged in between the highway and shoreline. The car park is located at the eastern end of the park, the remainder undeveloped. The reef extends 200-300 m offshore with usually numerous low surf breaking over the reefs, known as the Thousand Peaks. XE "BEACH:UKUMEHAME BEACH PARK" 

 XE "beach park:Ukumehame" 

 XE "surf:Thousnad Peaks" 
Punahoa Beach (M-41) is a narrow 500 m long strip of eroding cobble and sand that extends from the bridge across Ukumehame stream mouth to a small cobble foreland. The highway runs along the rear of the beach, with an occasional tree backing the beach. XE "BEACH:PUNAHOA" 
Ka’ili’ili Beach (M-42) continues west of the cobble foreland for 1300 m terminating against the eroding eastern side of Hekili Point. It is a steep, narrow eroding sand and cobble beach, with overhanging trees and the highway running right behind. The fringing reefs shoal towards the point resulting in very low waves conditions along the western end. XE "BEACH:KA'ILI'ILI" 
MAUI 43-45
OLOWALU-KULANAKAKA’I
No.
Beach 


Rating

Type
Length





Shore
Outer

43
Olowalu Beach
3
5
Cobble+reef
1300 m

44
Awalua Beach

3
5
Cobble+reef
2000 m

45
Kulanaokala’i Beach
3
5
Cobble+reef
600 m

Hekili Point is the site of an old sugar mill ands the jetty that once supplied the ships still extends 100 m out from the tip of the point. The near continuous black sand and cobble beaches (M 43-45) extend 4 km west of the jetty.

Olowalu Beach (M-43) commences at the jetty, where it is backed by a few houses, and trends to the northwest for 1300 m to where the highway again meets the shoreline. The beach has some sand in the eastern corner, but is primarily a cobble-boulder beach that is narrow and crenulate, with trees overhanging parts of the shore. Shallow reefs extend 200 m offshore, with low waves passing over to break at the shore, and higher waves producing surf over the reefs. Most of the beach is backed by sugarcane fields, with the highway located 200 m inland. XE "BEACH:OLOWALU BEACH" 
Awalua Beach (M-44) extends northwest from where the highway meets the shore for 2000 m to a slight inflection in the shore at the mouth of a small stream. This is a narrow beach consisting of high tide basalt and same coral cobbles and boulders, with generally some dark basalt sand along the lower beach and just offshore, with shallow reefs then extending 200-300 m offshore. It is backed by a 50 m wide partly vegetated fringe and the highway.  XE "BEACH:AWALUA BEACH" 
Kulanaokala’i Beach (M-45) continues on the western side of the stream mouth for another 600 m to the next stream mouth. It is a relatively straight sand and cobble beach, with the highway running right along the rear. It is fronted by the continuous shallow reefs with usually low waves at the shore, and higher waves breaking over the reefs. XE "BEACH:KULANAOKAKA'I BEACH" 
MAUI 46
LAUNIU PONO STATE PARK
No.
Beach 

Rating

Type


Length




Shore
Outer

46
Launi Poko State Park
3
5
R+fringing reef
200 m

Launi Poko State Park (M-46) occupies a slight protruding 500 m long section of southwest-facing shoreline right on the highway. The park has a large car park and is a popular surfing destination with waves usually breaking at numerous locations out over the 200-300 m wide shallow reefs. The once longer sandy beach has largely been replaced by seawalls. Today it consists of a 150 m long eastern section of steep black sand beach, then a curving attached basalt breakwater, with a 50 m long sheltered beach to its lee, and the basalt seawall continuing along the remainder of the former beach. The car park, toilet and shaded grassy park back the breakwater and seawall. XE "BEACH:LAUNIU POKO STATE PARK" 

 XE "beach park:Launiu Poko State Park" 

 XE "surf:Launi Poko" 
MAUI 47-49
LAHIANA-MALA
No.
Beach 

Rating

Type


Length




Shore
Outer

47
Lahaina Beach
2
5
R+fringing reef
1000 m

48
Baby Beach
2
5
R+fringing reef
600 m

49
Mala Beach
2
5
R+fringing reef
400 m

Lahaina is the main town for West Maui and an historic waterfront location. The Lahaina shoreline is sheltered by a near continuous fringing reef, the lee of which provided a sheltered anchorage for the early whaling and shipping industry. Today the Lahaina harbour has the protection of an attached breakwater as well as the reef. A continuous beach and northern sandy foreland formed in lee of the reefs. Today it is segmented into four sections (M 47-50) by seawalls and the harbour.

Lahaina Beach (M 47) commences towards the southern end of the town. It emerges from a narrow seawall section of shoreline and trends north for 1 km to the harbour breakwater. It is a moderately steep narrow beach, in places eroded back to seawalls fronting a mixture of houses and some condominiums. The fringing reef parallels the shoreline about 200 m offshore, with usually low waves at the shore and a number of surf breaks out on the reef, including Surfers Reef and Shark Pit to the south, and Lahaina Breakwater and Lahaina Harbour to the north. XE "BEACH:LAHAINA BEACH" 

 XE "surf:Surfers Reef" 

 XE "surf:Shark Pit" 

 XE "surf:Lahaina Breakwater" 

 XE "surf:Lahaina Harbor" 
Baby Beach (M-48) commences 1000 m north of Lahaina Harbour at the end of the seawalls that front the commercial area. The beach trends to the northwest for 500 m to a low sandy foreland, with the fringing reef continuing to parallel the beach 200 m offshore, and reef flats between the reef and shore. A wrecked ship lies on the outer reef edge. The beach has a moderate slope and is sheltered by the reef sufficiently for it to be popular with mothers and children, hence its name. The beach has public access at the southern end, with houses backing the remainder of the beach. XE "BEACH:BABY BEACH" 
Mala Beach (M-49) (also known as Jodo Beach) extends from the tip of the sandy foreland for 400 m to Mala Wharf, which extends 200 m seaward. The beach faces northwest, with 200 m wide fringing reefs off the foreland narrowing to 50 m at the wharf.  During high south swell the popular Mala Wharf lefthand break runs north along the edge of the reef. Houses are located in lee of the foreland with public access in the  center and the Jodo cemetery behind the northern half of the beach, then the wharf. XE "BEACH:MALA BEACH" 

 XE "BEACH:JODO BEACH" 

 XE "surf:Mala Wharf" 
MAUI 50
WAHIKULI STATE PARK
No.
Beach 


Rating
Type
Length

50
Wahikuli State Park
3
R
300 m

Wahikuli State Park (M 50) is a popular park and beach 3 km north of Lahaina located right on the highway. The beach runs relatively straight for 300 m and faces due west towards Lanai. It is bordered by low basalt bluffs to either end, with the beach itself reflective steep, usually cusped and free of rock. The beach is backed by a well-developed park with a range of picnic facilities and shelters, which back both the beach and bordering bluffs. Waves are usually 0.5 m and less, though the water drops off steeply from the beach. During higher waves a strong shorebreak develops and a rip form against the boundary rocks. XE "BEACH:WAHIKULI STATE PARK" 

 XE "beach park:Wahikuli State Park" 
MAUI 51-52
CANOE-HANAKAOO BEACH
No.
Beach 


Rating

Type


Length





Shore
Outer

51
Canoe Beach Park
3
6
R+fringing reef/rip
1400 m

52
Hanakaoo Beach
3
4
R/LTT


1200 m

Canoe and Hanakaoo beaches are located either side of a 2600 m long protruding sandy foreland formed in lee of a fringing reef. This is now one of the most developed beaches on the island with a beach park in the south and then the Hyatt Regency Maui, Maui Marriott, Westin Maui, Whaler Village and Sheraton Maui backing the two beaches. The hotels from a continuous strip of resort development, with public access only at the beach park and on the north side of the Maui Marriott.

Canoe Beach Park occupies the southern end of a 1400 m long steep sandy beach (M-51). The park is located just off the highway and has a small car park, toilets and a lifeguard tower at the very southern end. The beach park occupies the first 200 m of the beach and has grassy bluffs and canoes stored along the northern end where the Hanakaoo Stream breaks out across the beach. The beach is composed of darker detrital sands deposited by the stream and receives waves averaging about 0.5 m, which often form cusp on the high tide beach. North of the beach park the remaining 1200 m of the beach is backed by the Hyatt and Marriott hotels and paralleled by a fringing reef located 50-100 m offshore, which lowers wave at the shore, resulting in a steep narrow and at times eroding beach. This section of the beach, where wide enough, is primarily used by the hotel guests. XE "BEACH:CANOE BEACH PARK" 

 XE "beach park:Canoe" 
At the northern tip of Canoe Beach is the sandy foreland and a gap in the reef. The Hanakaoo Point, surf break is located on the reef, whie the adjacent gap permits higher waves to reach the shore where they maintain a section of embayed beach. Waves flow over the reef, sideways into the embayment and then flow strongly seaward through the gap as a permanent rip. This rip is also located directly in front of the public access path. Signs at the entrance warn of the rip, however many visitors get caught in the rip and carried out through the reef. XE "surf:Hanakaoo Point" 
Hanakaoo Beach (M-52) commences at Hanakaoo Point, the tip of the foreland, located immediately north of the rip, and curves to the north for 1200 m terminating at the base of 20 m high Kekaa Point, with the Sheraton Maui located on the point. The very southern end of the beach lies to the lee of the reef which terminates off the foreland, The remainder of the beach is more open to swell and usually has a 0.5 m high shore break which surges up the steep beach. During higher waves the shorebreak become very heavy and potentially dangerous and a body and bodyboarding break called The Whaler breaks just off the  center of the beach. The beach has several names depending on its proximity tot he backing hotels including from the south Marriott, Dig Me, KPH and Sheraton. This is an extremely popular beach with hotel guests and some locals. It is also a potentially hazardous beach with the permanent rip at the southern end and a potentially dangerous shorebreak. It is recommended that lifeguard towers be placed at the rip and one or two spaced along the beach to provide supervision of the entire beach. XE "BEACH:HANAKAOO" 

 XE "surf:The Whaler" 

 XE "BEACH:DIG ME" 

 XE "BEACH:KPH" 

 XE "BEACH:MARRIOTT" 

 XE "BEACH:SHERATON" 
MAUI 53-54
KAANAPALI-HONOKOWAI
No.
Beach 

Rating

Type


Length




Shore
Outer

53
Kaanapali
3

R


2200 m

54
Honokowai
3
5
R+fringing reef
1700 m

Between Kekaa and Mahinahina points is a 5 km long section sandy shoreline, centered on a slightly protruding sandy foreland formed in lee of shallow fringing reef. Two longer beaches extend to either side of the foreland, Kaanapali to the south and Honokowai to the north. Both beaches are backed by hotels, condominiums and tourist development, with the highway paralleling the shore about 300 m inland.

Kaanapali Beach (M-53) (also King Kahekili Beach) commences on the northern side of red bluff of Kekaa Point, with a drainage canal separating the point from the beach. The beach trends to the north for 2200 m to Honokowai Point, the foreland formed to the lee of the coral reef. The beach faces due west exposing it to both north and south swell which results in season variation in wave direction and beach conditions. Waves usually average about 0.5 m, with high waves producing a heavy shorebreak on the steep narrow beach and strong longshore drift. In addition strong currents generated by tidal flow and trades winds flow just off the beach and cause problems for wind surfers and kayakers. The beach is backed by a golf course and the xxxxx resort in the south, then by undeveloped land on the old airport in the center, with a continuous strip of condominiums starting on the southern side of the point in lee of the reef. There is a public car park and small beach park between the southern hotels, with a monument on the beach to King Kahekili. XE "BEACH:KAANAPALI BEACH" 

 XE "BEACH:KING KAHEKILI BEACH" 
Honokowai Beach (M-54) commences at the point and trends to the north-northeast for 1700 m. The sandy beach continues around the point for the first 500 m, after which it become increasingly interrupted by several seawalls and a drain, with sections of narrow beach located between the less protruding hotels and associated seawalls. The seawalls are an indication of the general erosion of the entire beach, as well as the seasonal variation in beach width induced by the changing wave climate and direction of longshore sand transport. The once continuous beach is now a tattered remnant of its form self. The beach receives both summer south and winter north swell, which averages about 0.5 m, increasing during higher waves. The waves break over the fringing reef, with lowers waves at the shore. There is a gap in the reef at the southern end of the beach in front of the Embassy Hotel, immediately in front of the small public car park and access path. The reef here produces the Embassy surf break while the gap maintains a strong permanent rip that has been the site of many rescues and a number of drowning. A sign on the beach warns of the rip, and floats are located in the channel to marks it location. A lifeguard should be located in this area to protect the numerous visitors from the rip. XE "BEACH:HONOKOWAI BEACH" 

 XE "surf:Embasy" 
MAUI 55-59
POHAKU-KAHANA-KAOPALA
No.
Beach 


Rating

Type

Length





Shore
Outer

55
Pohaku Beach Park
3
5
R+ reef
50 m

56
Kahana Beach

3
5
R+ reef
700 m

57
Kaea Point

3
5
R+ reef
200 m

58
Robinson Bay

3
5
R+ reef
200 m

59
Kaopala

3
5
R+ reef
100 m

Pohaku Beach Park is located that the northern end of the low rocky Mahinahina Point and marks the beginning of a crenulate, reef-dominated section of coast that extends for 2500 m to Kaopala Beach. In between are five narrow sandy beaches all located to the lee of variable reef topography averaging 200-300 m in width. North of the beach park all the beaches are backed by hotels or houses.

Pohaku Beach Park (M–55) is consists of a 50 m long pocket of sand bordered by basalt rocks and boulders on the north side of the park and a 100 m long eroding rocky section with a backing seawall in front of the car park. Waves surge up the small steep beach, with higher waves breaking over basalt and coral reefs that extend up to 200 m offshore. When waves break over the reefs a strong rip flows out from the beach area out though a sandy channel between the reefs. The beach is not suitable for swimming and mainly used by surfers and fishers, with the S Turns break out on the reef. XE "BEACH:POHAKU BEACH PARK" 

 XE "beach park:Pohaku" 

 XE "surf:S Turns" 

 XE "surf:Little Makaha" 
Kahana Beach (M-56) commences on the northern side of the park and trends to the north for 700 m terminating at an eroding section of rocky shore south of Kaea Point. The entire beach is steep, narrow and backed by seawalls then hotels in the south and condominiums behind the northern rocky section. Waves over 1 m break over a continuous reef located 200-300 m offshore, with lower waves surging up the steep beach. Depending on the wave direction a current flows along the beach and exits against the boundary rocks. XE "BEACH:KAHANA BEACH" 
Kaea Point is a low slightly protruding point located 200 m north of Kahana Beach. A narrow 200 m long sandy beach (M-57) extends around the point that protrudes 80 m seaward in lee of a shallow inshore reef, with the outer reef continuing 200-300m offshore. The beach is backed by several houses some of which are fronted by seawalls. Waves breaking over the inner reef flows into a channel on the southern side and north into the adjoining Robinson Bay. XE "BEACH:KAEA POINT" 
Robinson Bay (M-58) is a 300 m long slight embayment bordered by Kaea Point to the south and Kala Point to the north, both low basalt points. The southern half of the bay shore is backed by seawalls and houses with no beach, while the northern half has a 150 m long steep, narrow beach, also backed by seawalls and houses. The Kaea Point reef and rip dominates the southern half of the bay, with waves over 1 m breaking over irregular reefs 200-300 m off the northern half, resulting in usually low waves at the shore. XE "BEACH:ROBINSON BAY" 
Kaopala Beach (M-59) occupies a curving embayment on the northern side of Kala Point. The bay trends north then curves 200 m west to the tip of the more prominent Haukoa Point. The 100 m long beach is located towards then northern end of the bay in lee of Kaukoa Point. It is a steep narrow beach, with waves stirring up mud from the drowned basalt soils and usually discolouring the water. The fringing reef links to the tip of the point narrowing to about 150 m of the northern end of the beach. During north swell waves break over the reef and maintain a southerly current between the reef and shore, with usually low waves at the shore, while south swell produces a rip against the northern point. The beach is backed by a rocky basalt seawall, a narrow strip of vegetation, then the road. XE "BEACH:KAOPALA BEACH" 
MAUI 60-65
KEONENUI-NAPILI-KAPALUA
No.
Beach 


Rating
Type


Length

60
Keonenui Beach
4
R


300 m

61
Alaeloa Beach

4
R


50 m

62
Honokeana Bay
4
R


100 m

63
Napili Bay

5
R+beachrock reef
250 m

64
Kapalua Beach

4
R


200 m

65
Namalu Bay

5
R+rocks

50 m

To the north of Haukoa Point is a series of basalt points and intervening narrow bays that extend for 3 km north of Hawea Point, the northern western tip of the West Coast. The bays contain six generally small partly sheltered beaches (M 60-65), all backed by either houses or resorts.

Keonenui Beach (M-60) occupies the base of a 300 m wide bay bounded by Haukoa and Alaeloa points, both of which have rock platforms and extend about 100 m westward. The beach is steep and narrow, narrowing even further to the south. The southern half is backed by rocks, seawall, then houses, while the resort with a concrete seawall backs the northern half, the resort then houses continuing around the point. There is deeper water off the beach permitting higher waves to break on the steep beach with a strong surge, often eroding the beach. Higher waves also generate a rip against thenorth point during south swell, and south point during north swell. XE "BEACH:KEONENUI BEACH" 
Alaeloa beach (M-61) occupies the base of a narrow bay bordered by irregular rock platforms and 10 m high basalt cliffs, with houses behind. The steep, narrow 50 m long beach occupies the base of the little bay where it is backed a basalt bluff and private houses. During low wave to calm conditions it is a quite little rocky bay, however once waves start breaking they surge up the small beach at times washing it away, as well as breaking over the adjoining rocky shore. There is a right hand surf break off the northern point known as Little Makaha. XE "BEACH:ALAELOA" 

 XE "surf:Little Makaha" 
Honokeana Bay (M-62) occupies the next embayment to the north. The bay is semicircular in shaped and has a narrow sand and cobble beach extending for 100 m long the base of the bay, with a seawall, basalt rocks and low bluffs behind. Houses back the southern point and condominiums the rear and northern point of the beach. During low wave period the bay is used for snorkelling and swimming, however higher waves produce a heavy shorebreak and a rip flowing out the bay.

Napili Bay (M-63) is the largest of the bays. It is a semicircular 400 m wide bay located between 10 m high basalt point, with the beach curving for 250 m along the base of the bay. The beach is very steep and narrow, and partly sheltered by a beachrock reef that lies 30-50 m offshore and extends most of the way across the bay. Waves breaking over the reef flow northward in the relatively quiescent channel and exit against the northern point as a strong permanent rip. The beach receives north and south swell both of which maintain the permanent rip. This is a hazardous beach with a strong shorebreak and surge during higher waves and the permanent rip even during low waves, which is feed by a longshore current flowing north from the apparently calm water in lee of the reef. During higher waves the Hole in Head surf break runs off the reef off the southern point. Houses and condominiums back the southern point and southern half of the beach, with a public walkway in the center and the Napili Kai Hotel spread along the northern half and point. The beach is the site of many rescues, with swimmers from the condos ending up floating seaward off the hotel. To mitigate the high level of risk on this popular tourist beach lifeguards should be stationed at the beach . XE "BEACH:NAPILI BAY" 

 XE "surf:Hole in Head" 
A 400 m long basalt point and attached reefs separate Napili and Kapalua Bays. Kapalua Bay is 250 m wide, faces due west, with long points and reefs extending off either headland, to shelter the backing 200 m long curving sandy beach (M-64). The beach is steep and narrow, with a few rocks outcropping in the  center and scattered rocks on the seafloor off the beach. Because of its relatively sheltered location and the rocky seafloor this is a popular snorkelling and SCUBA diving location. However when waves are breaking over the boundary reefs they feed southerly longshore current, which flows out as a rip against the southern point. The Scorpion Bowl break is located on the reef and is primarily used by bodyboarders. The beach is backed by the condominiums of the Kapalua Estate, with the Kapalua Hotel occupying the northern corner and headland. There is public access from the road at the southern end of the beach. XE "BEACH:KAPALUA" 

 XE "surf:Scorpion Bowl" 
Namalu Bay is located immediately north of Kapalua Bay, with the Kapalua Hotel spreading over the headland and backing the small bay, with usually a row of deckchairs on the grassy bluffs above the small bay and beach. The beach (M-65) consists of a curving 50 m pocket of sand backed and bordered by 10 m high basalt rocks and bluffs. It faces northwest and while sheltered from south swell is exposed to winter north swell, with a rip running out of the bay when waves are breaking. It is only suitable for swimming and snorkelling under calm conditions. XE "BEACH:NAMALU BAY" 
NORTHWEST MAUI

The northwestern side of Maui extends from Heawa Point around the top of the West Maui Mountains to Wahiee River. This is an exposed cliffed coast dominated by the eroding basalt slopes of the mountains. The 38 km of shoreline contains 11 beaches with a total shoreline length of only 2.5 km (6%), with basalt cliffs forming the remainder of the shore. The xx Road winds along the cliffs around the headlands and into the bays for a distance of xx km between xxxx and xxx. The only development, east of Fleming Beach Park, apart from farming, is the small community in Kahakuloa Bay. 

MAUI 66-70
IRONWOOD-HONOLUA BAY
No.
Beach 


Rating
Type

Length

66
Hawea Point

5
R+rocks
80 m

67
Ironwood Beach
8
TBR

300 m

68
Fleming Beach Park
8
TBR+rocks
400 m

69
Slaughterhouse Beach
6
R/boulder
150 m

70
Honolua Bay

6
R+rocks
100 m

Hawea Point marks the northwestern tip of Maui and a dramatic change in exposure of the shoreline and beaches to the north swell. While the north swell refracts around the point and reaches the beaches to the south, to the east of the point most of the beaches are orientated to the north and receives the full force of the winter swell as well as Northeast trades wind waves. The result is more exposed higher energy beaches during the winter months and strong trades. Between Hawea and Lipoa Point, 3500 m to the east is 7 km of indented cliffed basalt shoreline containing five beaches (M 66-70).

Beach M-66 is located on the western side of Hawea Point and is afforded moderate shelter from north waves by the point that extends 200 m to the northwest. The 80 m long northwest-facing beach is wedged between the main point and a 50 m long southern basalt point. It is backed by basalt rocks and bluffs rising to 10 m, a 100 m wide undeveloped reserve then houses. This is an isolated little used beach dominated by the boundary rocks, with a strong rip forming when waves are breaking. It is only suitable for swimming and snorkelling during calm conditions. XE "BEACH:HAWEA POINT" 
Ironwood Beach (M-67) is located immediately east of Hawea Point. The straight, north-facing 300 m long steep sandy beach is bordered by 10 m high basalt rocks, with Haewa and Makaluapuna points extending 500 m seaward to either end. During typical winter swell averaging 2 m it has a 100 m wide surf zone with a strong rip running out past the eastern rocks and a second rip off the western point. In addition the winter waves exposed beachrock in the low tide zone and basalt boulders along the shoreline adding to the hazards. This is a hazardous beach used primarily by surfers and only suitable for swimming during calm to low waves conditions. The beach is backed by the gated Ironwood housing development, with a small car park and public access by the main gate behind the center of the beach. XE "BEACH:IRONWOOD BEACH" 
Fleming Beach Park (M-68) lies to the east of Makaluapuna Point, with rocky shoreline trending to the northeast on its eastern boundary. In between the rocky shore is a relatively straight 400 m long steep sandy beach, with a cluster of rocks located in the inner surf zone in front of the lifeguard tower. The beach receives all north waves and typically has a 100 m wide surf zone and a strong permanent rip running out off the rocks. Higher waves also produce a left-hand surf off the western rock called Golf Base, and an inner break called Gas Chambers, the Sandbar lefts off the rocks, and First Reef and Second Reef off the eastern end of the beach. The beach is backed by the beach park containing a car park and toilet facilities adjacent to the lifeguard tower. The beach has been patrolled since 1983 after seven people drowned at the beach the previous year. XE "BEACH:FLEMING BEACH PARK" 

 XE "beach park:Fleming" 

 XE "surf:Golf Base" 

 XE "surf:Gas Chambers" 

 XE "surf:Sandbar" 

 XE "surf:First Reef" 

 XE "surf:Second Reef" 

 XE "lifeguard:Flemmings" 
Slaughterhouse Beach (M-69) lies at the mouth of a small stream and consists of a 100 m long sandy beach, which during the high winter swell is often erode away exposing a 100 m long boulder beach. Rocky basalt shoreline extends seaward either end of the beach, which is partly sheltered from north and east waves by Lipoa Point. However winter waves still average about 1.5 m which break across a 100 m wide surf zone, which is a preferred bodysurfing location. The beach can only be accessed on foot along a sloping 200 m track from the main road. XE "BEACH:SLAUGHTERHOUSE BEACH" 

 XE "surf:Slaughterhouse" 
Honolua Bay is located to the south and west of Lipoa Point and site of Maui’s best-known surfing break. North swell and large trade wind waves wrap around the point and begins breaking at Subs, then Coconuts, across the Point, then Caves to finally enter the 300 m wide bay, which has a boulder beach at its base. During high waves the breaks link up and it is a popular tow-in spot. The only sand beach in the bay (M-70) is located below the main clifftop car park and immediately east of the Caves, a protruding cliffed section of the shore. The beach is narrow, littered with rocks, awash during high waves and backed by the steep cliff. It is used by surfers to paddle out to the breaks, and only suitable for swimming during calm summer conditions. The bay is accessible along a dirt track from the main road, which runs between the pineapple fields and the cliffs with a teep climb down the cliffs to rear the shore and beach. This track and eastern bay area should be formalised and turned into a beach park for the use of surfers and sightseers. XE "BEACH:HONOLUA BAY" 

 XE "surf:Honolua Bay" 

 XE "surf:Subs" 

 XE "surf:Cononuts" 

 XE "surf:The Point" 

 XE "surf:Caves" 
MAUI 71
WINDMILLS-HONOKOHAO BAY
No.
Beach 


Rating

Type


Length





Shore
Outer

71
Windmills

6
9
R+rock flats/reefs
600 m

72
Honokohao Bay
6
7
Boulder+bar

200 m

In the 4 km between Lipoa Point and Kanolumou Point, the northern tip of the island, is 7 km of irregular shoreline containing two beaches at Windmills and Honokohao Bay (M 71 & 72). The coast road winds around the steep cliffs providing views and access to the beaches.

Windmills beach (M-71) is a straight 600 m long north-facing high tide sand beach, backed by steep cliffs and slopes rising to 40 m. The beach is fronted by a continuous 100 m wide inter to sub-tidal rock ledge, with rocks and reefs extending further out into the surf. The high tide sand and cobble beach extends along about half the beach the remainder dominated by rock debris from the backing cliffs, with only patches of sand exposed. Waves break on the outer reefs 100-200 m offshore then heavily on the inner ledge. This is a popular surfing beach with the two main breaks called Razor Reef and The Rock, indicative of the nature of the surf zone. The only access to the beach is on foot from the cliff top road. While waves are usually low at the shoreline, this is a very hazardous rock-dominated beach, with strong rips in the outer surf zone. XE "BEACH:WINDMILLS" 

 XE "surf:Windmills" 

 XE "surf:Razor Reef" 

 XE "surf:The Rock" 
Honokohao Bay (M-72) is 300 m wide north-facing bay which narrows to the south where there is a steep curving 200 m long boulder beach, with Honokohao Stream flowing across its western end. The sides of the bay are lined with basalt boulders, backed by slopes rising to 40 m and more. The road descends into the rear of the bay, where there is a car park and a track past a kiosk and private land to the beach. The beach is composed of large boulders, which fine into the 50 m wide surf zone where there is a dark sand bar. Waves break over the boundary boulders forming the Honokohao right break along the point, and then heavily on bar, with higher waves filling the bay. A rip usually runs out against the western side of the bay. XE "BEACH:HONOKOHAU BAY" 

 XE "surf:Honolohao" 
MAUI 73
POELUA
No.
Beach 

Rating
Type

Length

73
Poelua

10
Boulder
100 m

Poelua beach (M-73) is a 100 m long boulder beach located at the mouth of Poelua Stream, with the coast road curving around the rear of the valley and providing a view of the beach. The beach is bordered by 30 m high basalt headlands, with the denuded valley in between and remains of a former settlement on the low slopes behind the beach. During the winter the steep beach is pounded by the high north swell marking it unsuitable for swimming or surfing. Even during calm summer conditions this is a hazardous beach composed of large boulders together with some rocks off the beach. XE "BEACH:POELUA" 
MAUI 74-75
KAHAKULOA BAY
No.
Beach 


Rating
Type

Length

74
Kahakuloa Bay west
9
Boulder
100 m

75
Kahakuloa Bay
8
Boulder
200 m

Kahakuloa Bay contains the only settlement on the north shore between Fleming Beach and Waihee. The 500 m wide U-shaped, north-facing bay, is bounded by steep cliffs including the 200 m high Kahakuloa Head. The bay is backed by two deeply incised valleys with boulder beaches across the mouth of each valley.

Beach M-74 fronts the western valley which is drained by Waihai Stream. Steep valley sides rise on either side, with a small flat area at the mouth of the valley occupied by a solitary house and cleared field, then the 100 m long boulder beach linking the two valleys sides. Waves are reduced slightly in refracting around Kahakuloa Point and average over 1.5 m during the winter month. They break heavily on the boulder beach making its usually unsuitable for swimming. XE "BEACH:KAHAULOA BAY WEST" 
The main Kahakuloa Bay beach (M-75) is located 200 m to the east and further into the bay, with waves reduced to an average of about 1.5 m and less into the eastern corner. The beach is 200 m long and composed of boulders and cobbles delivered by Kahakuloa Stream, which crosses the eastern end of the beach where waves are lowest. When waves are breaking the beach is unsuitable for swimming. Backing the each is a collection of house and small fields that extends part way into and up the valley sides.  XE "BEACH:KAHAULOA BAY" 
MAUI 76
LAHOOLE
No.
Beach 

Rating
Type

Length

76
Lahoole
9
Boulder
150 m

Lahoole beach (M-76) is located at the mouth of the deeply incised valley carved by Makamakaole Stream. Steep, vegetated valley sides rise to 100 m at the coast and 200 m just inland. The coast road winds around the rear of the valley 1 km inland, with only two houses located high up on the western slopes. The valley floor and beach are only accessible on foot down the slopes. The beach extends across the valley mouth for 80 m and along the base of the eastern cliffs for another 70 m. It is a steep boulder beach fully exposed to north through east waves, which average up to 2 m during the winter months. As a consequence the beach is usually unsuitable for swimming, as well as being essentially inaccessible to the public. XE "BEACH:LAHOOLE" 
NORTH SHORE (Wahiee River-Maliko Bay)

The North Shore occupies the  center of the northern coast of Maui and is   centered and Kahului Bay. Between Wahiee and Lower Paia it is backed by the narrow coastal plain that fronts the saddle region between the West Maui Mountains and the lower western slopes of Haleakala. The North Shore commences at the Waihee River mouth as the rugged cliffs of northwest Maui end and the lower coastal plain begins. The plain extends for 8 km southeast of the river mouth of Kahului Harbour, where the shoreline turns and trend east for another 10 m to Lower Paia. Beyond here the plain is replaced by the rugged cliffs that dominate the next 140 m of east Maui coast all the way around to La Perouse Bay. The 30 km of coast between Wahiee River and Maliko Bay contains 31 beaches that occupy 16.5 km (55%) of the coast, the remainder dominated by generally low basalt shoreline, and the breakwaters and seawalls of Kahului Harbour.

MAUI 77-78
WAIHEE RIVER MOUTH
No.
Beach 

Rating

Type

Length




Shore
Outer

77
Waihee River
7
8
Boulder
250 m

78
Waihee Point
5
7
Boulder
900 m

The Waihee River reaches the coast at the end of the rugged, cliffed northwest coast and the beginning of the narrow coastal plain that gradually widens to the east. The river reaches the sea between a 20 m high weathered red basalt point to the west, and a dune covered Waihee Point to the east, which rises inland to 60 m, the highest dunes on the island. The 250 m long beach (M-77) is located between the two points and consists of a steep boulder and cobble beach that faces north and is exposed to the full force of north through east waves. The backing river mouth valley is densely vegetated on the eastern side, with partly cleared and two houses on the western side and a gravel road down to the crest of the beach. Waves break heavily at the base of the beach, with high waves breaking within 50 m of the shoreline produce a very heavy shorebreak. Because of the boulders the beach is usually unsuitable for swimming. XE "BEACH:WAIHEE RIVER" 
Beach M-78 commences on the eastern side of Waihee Point and trends south as a crenulate boulder and cobble beach for 900 m to a protruding section of shoreline attached to the western end of the fringing reef that extends to the east. The beach has been built from sediments delivered by the river and transported southeast by the northerly waves, with maintain a strong longshore current feeding into a rip at the southern foreland. Low waves break heavily on the steep boulder beach, while higher waves break over a rock reef off the northern end of the beach producing the left and right Rivermouth surf break. The beach is backed by a shore parallel series of boulder ridges, then undeveloped land. XE "BEACH:WAIHEE POINT" 

 XE "surf:Rivermouth" 
MAUI 79-81
WAIHEE & WAIEHU BEACH PARKS
No.
Beach 


Rating

Type


Length





Shore
Outer

79
Waihee Beach Park
4
7
R+fringing reef
1600 m

80
Waiehu

4
7
R+fringing reef
800 m

81
Waiehu Beach Park
4
7
R+fringing reef
1000 m

Waihee Beach (M-79) commences on the south side of the boulder foreland that forms the boundary with beach M-78. The fringing coral reef that commences at the foreland extends east paralleling the shoreline up to 600 m offshore, with generally shallow reefs flats in the between. The beach initially trends to the south then curves to the southeast in lee of the reef, past a small stream mouth to the next prominent foreland. It has a total length of 1600 m. The beach is initially composed of boulders and cobbles grading into dark detrital sands for most of its length. These form a narrow steep reflective beach that usually receives low waves attenuated by the reef, with a high wide surf zone on the outer reef. The breaking waves exist as permanent rips through two well define channels in the reef, one of the western side of the stream mouth and one towards the eastern end of the beach park. The western half of the beach is backed by a 300 m wide vegetated beach-foredune ridge plain, then inner lithified dunes (calcarenite) that rise to 60 m and link with the rear of Waihee Point. Waihee Beach Park is filled with dense casuarina trees and located in the  center, while the Waihee golf course backs the eastern end of thee beach. XE "BEACH:WAIHEE BEACH PARK" 

 XE "beach park:Waiehu" 
Waiehu beach (M-80) commences at the boundary foreland and curves to the southeast for 800 m to the beginning of a 200 m long basalt seawall. The golf course backs the entire beach terminating at the seawall. The beach is fronted by a shallow 500 m wide reef flats that narrow to 200 m in the south, with waves breaking out over the outer reefs and usually low waves at the shore. The beach is steep, narrow, reflective and eroding in places, resulting in the seawall construction.  XE "BEACH:WAIEHU" 
Waiehu Beach Park (M-81) commences at the southern end of the seawall. The park occupies the first 200 m off the 800 m long beach, which trends to the south to the protruding mouth of Waiehu Stream. The fringing reefs narrow from 200 m to reach the shore just north of the stream mouth, with the outer surf zone also narrowing to the south. The beach is composed of white coarse coral sands and is sheltered for most of its length becoming more exposed to the south as the reef narrows. The waves and surf generate a southerly current along the beach that exists though the Kawili (‘the swirl’) channel gap off the  center of the beach, and as a permanent rip towards the southern end. The beach park contains a beachfront and large backing overflow car park, while a vegetated foredune then houses back the remainder of the beach. XE "BEACH:WAIEHU BEACH PARK" 

 XE "beach park:Waiehu" 
MAUI 82-84
PAUKUKALO
No.
Beach 


Rating

Type


Length





Shore
Outer

82
Paukukalo north
3
7
R+fringing reef
1200 m

83
Nehe Point

5
7
Boulder+fringing reef
700 m

84
Paukukalo

5
7
Boulder+fringing reef
400 m

Paukukalo is a residential area that occupies 2.5 km of shoreline between Waiehu Stream and Kahului Harbour. Three beaches are located along the shore (M 82-84). The northern Paukukalo beach (M-82) commences at the protruding mouth of Waiehu Stream and curves to the south, then southeast for 1200 m to the protruding mouth of Iao Stream. Most of the beach fronts the Paukukalo marsh, a 200 m wide marsh located between the beach and road and covered in a mixture of cleared and natural vegetation. The beach is composed of detrital sand from the streams. The fringing reef links the two stream mouths and lies 200 m offshore of the northern end widening to 300 m off the southern half. Waves break out over the reefs with lower waves along the shore. The waves however maintain at least two permanent rip currents flowing back out towards the center of the beach. This is a more difficult to access beach mainly used by local and fishers. XE "BEACH:PAUKUKALO NORTH" 
Nehe Point beach (M-83) is located on the southern side of the protruding Iao Stream mouth.  It is composed of basalt boulders delivered by the stream and coral rubble off the outer reefs. It trends to the south for 700 m terminating at an eroding section of shore backed by houses. Most of the beach is fronted by a 100 m wide boulder and reef flats with waves breaking on the outer edge resulting in lower waves at the shore. This is a hazardous beach owing to the boulders and exposure to the high winter and trade wind waves, which generate a strong southerly current feeding into a permanent rip 300 m south of the river mouth. The reefs widen south of the rip and are the location of the Paukukalo surf break which produces long left during high north swell. XE "BEACH:NEHE POINT" 

 XE "surf:Paukukalo" 
Paukukalo Beach (M-84) commences at the southern end of the protruding Iao Stream foreland where the main road reaches the shore. It tend continues south for 400 m to the beginning of the Kahului Harbour northern breakwater. This is a narrow eroding boulder beach backed by a continuous seawall to protect the road and exposed to the full forces of the north and east waves. It is unsuitable for swimming. During high waves a right hand break off the breakwater runs in towards the beach. XE "BEACH:PAUKUKALO" 
MAUI 85
KAHULUI HARBOUR
No.
Beach 


Rating
Type
Length

85
Kahului Harbour
2
R
700 m

Kahului Harbour is the commercial shipping center of the island. It is located is a north-facing natural embayment that has been modified with the addition of two converging attached breakwaters, leaving a 200 m wide harbour entrance. Most of the 4 km of harbour shoreline consists of the breakwater , boulders seawalls and port facilities. The harbour beach (M-85) is located along the original southern shoreline and extends from 700 m between the end of a seawall and the beginning of the port facilities. The beach is composed of brown detrital sand and faces northwest across the harbour, with the narrow entrance 1 km north of the beach. It is crossed by three rock groynes and backed by four hotels then Hoaloha Park, with coconut trees lining the rear of the beach. The beach is usually calm only receiving low waves when a reasonable swell is running. These waves have to enter the harbour and spread out around the shoreline. Higher swell does however produce a series of left and right surf breaks on the western side of the harbour. XE "BEACH:KAHULUI HARBOUR" 

 XE "surf:Kahului Harbour" 
MAUI 86-87
KAHANA POND
No.
Beach 

Rating

Type


Length




Shore
Outer

86
Kahana Pond
3
7
R+fringing reef
700 m

87
Kooks Beach
3
7
R+fringing reef
700 m

To the east of Kahului Harbour is the beginning of a 10 km long section of predominately sandy shore and fringing reefs that extends to Lower Paia. Waves tend to break well offshore over the reefs, with lower waves at the shore and trade wind generated westerly current between the reef and shore. The first 1.5 km is occupied by two beaches (M 86 & 87).

Beach M-86 commences at a rock groyne that marks the eastern end of the Kahului Harbour eastern breakwater. The steep sandy occupies 50 m on the western side of the groyne the bulk trending east for 700 m to a seawall built to protect a backing sewer pond. The remainder of the beach also backed by the sewer works, then the Kahana Road, with the 25 ha Kahana Pond, a wildlife reserve beyond. Fringing reefs extend 1000 m seaward resulting is low surging waves at the shore. Because of the sewer farm and difficult public access this is a little used beach. XE "BEACH:KAHANA POND" 
Kooks beach (M-87) continues on the eastern side of the 200 m long seawall for another 700 m to the jetty at the mouth of a canal adjacent to Kaa Point. The beach faces north with fringing reefs located 1000 m offshore. Waves break across the outer reefs with usually low waves to wind chop at the shore. The beach is steep and relatively narrow and backed by a 100 m wide zone of low vegetation then the Kahana Road. The area is primarily used by wind and kite surfers, with an informal car park and launching area located either side of the canal where the beach is sheltered the point. XE "BEACH:KOOKS" 
MAUI 88-90
KAHANA BEACH PARK & PAPAULA POINT
No.
Beach 


Rating

Type


Length





Shore
Outer
88
Kaa Point

3
7
R+fringing reef
800 m

89
Kahana Beach Park 1
3
7
R+fringing reef
500 m

90
Kahana Beach Park 2
3
7
R+fringing reef
800 m

Kahana Beach Park is the largest and most popular beach park on the North Shore. The park occupies 2 km of shoreline, all fronted by a wide fringing reef systems which together with the prevailing northeast trades winds produces some of the best wind and kite surfing conditions on the island. The once continuous beach has been divided by groynes into three sections (M 88-90), within the park, and a further eastern 1 km of shore divided in two (M 91-92) by the seawall sand groynes protecting the beachfront houses on Papaula Point.

Kaa Point is a protruding section of sandy shore tied to a 100 m long section of low eroded basalt seawall, with five basalt groynes spread from the point for 200 m to the east. The shoreline is offset to the west where the wind surfers launch, and more exposed to the east. Beach M-88 extends for 500 east of the manmade rocky point to the next major offset located in lee of another rock groyne. The beach is steep and narrow with fringing reefs extending 1000 m offshore. Waves break across the outer reefs and are usually low at the shore. The beach park backs the entire beach with the eastern end of the beach one of the main wind and kite launching sites. The area east of the groyne provides a good view the length of the beach and is proposed as a site for a new lifeguard tower. XE "BEACH:KAA POINT" 
Beach M-89 is the main recreational beach for the park and the location of the existing lifeguard tower. The beach trends essential due east for 500 m to a small rocky point, with two eroded groynes also crossing the beach. The western half of the beach has a canoe club and is used for launching wind and kite surfers. The eastern half between the two groynes has a floating swimming net and is the prime swimming area, the net designed to keep the wind surfers out. The lifeguard tower is located behind the swimming area with a good view also of the launching area. The large shady park extends along the rear of the beach and offers car parking, toilets and camping in the east. XE "BEACH:KAHANA BEACH PARK 1" 

 XE "lifeguard:Kahana Beach Park" 

 XE "beach park:Kahana" 
Ocean usage off the park is regulated, with no wind or kite surfing permitted before 11 am. This provides time for other users including swimmers, snorkellers, canoes, divers and fishers to use the shore and ocean when conditions are usually a little calmer, with the wind surfers taking advantage of the usually stronger trades wind later in the day. 

Beach M-90 commences at the low rocky point and continues east for 800 m past a central groyne to the end of the park and the beginning of the houses with their seawalls and groynes. The beach is steep and narrow with the fringing reef located 1500 m offshore, resulting is low surging waves at the shore. It is proposed to place a new lifeguard tower in lee of the central groyne to provide a good view of the entire beach. The beach park continues behind the beach with its dense stand of casuarina trees. XE "BEACH:KAHANA BEACH PARK 2" 
MAUI 91-92
PAPAULA POINT
No.
Beach 


Rating

Type


Length





Shore
Outer

91
Papaula Point 1
3
7
R+fringing reef
400 m

92
Papaula Point 2
3
7
R+fringing reef
600 m

Papaula Point forms the eastern end of the long Kahana Beach system. The low sandy point is paralleled by a 200 m long section of beachrock, with an inner than outer fringing reef extending 1500 m offshore. Waves break over the outer reefs with usually low waves and wind chop along the shore. Beach M-91 commences at the groyne that marks the eastern end of the beach park and beginning of the beachfront houses. It extends 400 m east to a 100 m long seawall, with five rock groynes crossing the beach in between, as well as makeshift seawalls in front of some of the houses and several small eroded groynes. Beach erosion has destroyed some of the protection structures as well as undermining the backing coconut trees. XE "BEACH:PAPAULA POINT 1" 
Beach M-92 extends from the eastern side of the seawall for 600 m to the tip of the point. This section has been severely eroded with several groynes and small seawalls interspersed with threatened houses and fallen trees. The houses extend to within 200 of the point, the point area is undeveloped as it is located at the end of the main runway for Kahului Airport all the tress have been cleared for visibility. A dirt road and informal car park is located at the point. The beach is steep, narrow and eroding, with the point area located to the lee of the beachrock reef which forms an elongate tidal pool.  XE "BEACH:PAPAULA POINT 2" 
MAUI 93-96
SPRECKLESVILLE
No.
Beach 

Rating

Type


Length




Shore
Outer

93
Sprecklesville 1
3
7
R+fringing reef
350 m

94
Sprecklesville 1
3
7
R+fringing reef
350 m

95
Sprecklesville 1
3
7
R+fringing reef
400 m

96
Sprecklesville 1
3
7
R+fringing reef
200 m

Sprecklesville refers to a 2 km long section of coast between Papaula and Wawau points. In between are four curving beaches (M 93-96) each bordered by either basalt or beachrock points. The inner fringing reefs narrow from 500 m off Papaula Point to reach the shore at Wawau Point. There are numerous surf break out over the inner and outer reef, however they are usually only surfed in Kona winds. The western half of the shore is undeveloped, while houses back the eastern half, with the Hana Highway located about 500 m inland. XE "surf:Sprecklesville" 
Beach M-93 commences at the beachrock tipped Papaula Point and trends to the southeast for 350 m to a low 200 m long section of basalt rocks and boulders. The beach is steep and narrow with usually low waves at the shore and an inner reef located 400 offshore, with the outer reefs 1000 m out to sea. The cleared land at the end of the main airport runway backs the beach, the low vegetation criss-crossed by vehicle tracks and informal parking along the shore. XE "BEACH:SPRECKLESVILLE 1" 
Beach M-94 commences on the eastern side of the basalt outcrop and curves to the east for 350 m to a sharp sandy foreland form in lee of a 100 m long shore parallel beachrock reef. Scattered inner reefs extend 400 seaward, with the main reef systems paralleling the coast 1 km seaward. The beach receives much-reduced waves at the shore, which surge up the steep narrow beach. A few houses set amongst dense vegetation back the beach.  XE "BEACH:SPRECKLESVILLE 2" 
Beach M-95 continues on the eastern side of the foreland curving for 400 m to a 100 m long low basalt point fronted by large basalt boulders. The beachrock and fringing reefs block most deepwater wave energy with usually calm to low waves conditions at the shore. The waves maintain an easterly current that flows as a permanent rip out through a channel off the eastern basalt point.  XE "BEACH:SPRECKLESVILLE 3" 
Beach M-96 is a curving 200 m long pocket of sand wedged between low basalt points. It is backed by an estate containing three beachfront houses protected by a basalt seawall. While, the beach is sheltered by the outer reef, it is clear of inner reef permitting low swell and easterly wind waves to reach the shore where they maintain a strong surge up the steep narrow beach. During higher waves a strong rip runs out the center of the beach.  XE "BEACH:SPRECKLESVILLE 4" 
MAUI 97-99
BALDWIN BEACH PARK
No.
Beach 



Rating

Type



Length






Shore
Outer

97
Baby Beach


3
7
R+beachrock/fringing reefs
200 m

98
Baldwin Beach Park

4
7
 R+beachrock/fringing reefs
1200 m

99
Baldwin Beach Park east
4
7
 R+beachrock/fringing reefs
200 m

Baldwin Beach Park occupies the eastern end of a 1500 m long section of continuous sandy shoreline that is divided into three sections (M 97-99) by two beachrock controlled sandy forelands. Most of the beach is backed by the Maui County Club golf course.

Baby beach (M-97) is located at the western end of the beach adjacent to a low weather red basalt point. A shore parallel beachrock reef extends 200 m east of the point, with the sheltered beach to its lee and a quiet 50 m wide lagoon in between.  Waves initially break well out to sea over the outer reefs 1000 m seaward, the again on the usually exposed beachrock reef, resulting in very low wave to calm conditions at the shore. For this reason it is popular with families and children hence the name. However whenever waves are breaking over the reef a rip feeder current flows eastward along the beach and out the gap at the end into deeper water. In addition under high waves a second current flows out the western end in a narrow gap between the reef and boulders on the point. The beach is backed by a 50 m wide stand of casuarinas then the golf course, with vehicle access and parking at to the point. XE "BEACH:BABY" 
Baldwin Beach (M-98) begins at the sandy foreland formed at the end of the beachrock reef and curves to the east for 1200 m to the next sandy foreland located to the lee of a beachrock reef located 100 m offshore. The beach is steep narrow and eroding, with tree stumps exposed on the beach. For most of its length it is backed by a 100 m wide dense stand of casuarina, then the golf course. The road to the beach park marks the western boundary of the park, which occupies the western end of the beach and foreland, and continues on the eastern side of the foreland for another 200 m as beach (M-99), finally terminating against an attached section of beachrock reef. The lifeguard tower is located on the western side of the foreland with a good view along the beach. The park also has a car park, toilet block and shelter. The main beach is steep and reflective with variable reefs extending 1000 m offshore. A current flows west between the eastern beachrock reef and the shore, and the trade winds generate generally westerly flow of water between the outer reefs and shore. The beach is a popular site of wind surfing on the outer reefs, with body surfing and body boarding close to shore, and board surfing on the reefs during Kuna winds. Beach M-99 is more sheltered by the outer and boundary beachrock reefs with lower waves at the shore. However water flowing over the reefs maintains two permanent currents, one flowing west towards the main beach and second west between the two reefs off the beach. XE "BEACH:BALDWIN BEACH PARK" 

 XE "beach park:Baldwin" 

 XE "surf:Baldwin Beach" 

 XE "lifeguard:Baldwin Beach" 
MAUI 100-102
PAIA BEACHES
No.
Beach 

Rating

Type



Length




Shore
Outer

100
Kinney Reef
3
7
R+beachrock/fringing reef
200 m

101
Paia Bay
4
7
R+fringing reef

600 m

102
Mantokuji Bay
4
7
R+bedrock/fringing reef
200 m

Lower Paia township is located at the eastern end of the coastal plain, with rugged coastline and the winding Hana Highway beyond.  Three beaches (M 100-102) at located along the town waterfront.

Kinney Reef is located at the western end of Paia Bay with an outer beachrock reef located 200 m offshore and scattered reefs between this and the shore, in additional the main fringing coral reef 1000 m seaward. To the lee of the reef is a 200 m long beach (M-100) bounded in the west by the beachrock outcrop, which separates it from beach M-99, and to the east by a smaller outcrop of basalt. Waves break over the outer, then inner reefs with usually low waves at the shore. However water flowing over the inner reef generate currents that flow both seaward towards the western end of the beach and eastward towards the main Paia Bay. XE "BEACH:KINNEY REEF" 
Paia Bay (M-101) extends from the small basalt outcrops for 800 m to the east where it is bordered by the larger basalt Fly Water Point, which extends 300 m seaward. In between is a 600 m long steep, narrow sandy beach, fronted by a sandy and reef seafloor, which results in variable wave breaking within the bay, with the outer reefs 1000 m offshore. During winter wave conditions the beach usually has a shorebreak, which feeds smaller inner rips, and two large rips flowing out each end of the bay. Waves breaking over the eastern end of Kinney Reef produce a left hand surf break called Old Mans. The Lower Paia Beach Park is a small grassy park located towards the eastern end of the beach adjacent to a youth camp. The Hana Highway runs along the rear of the beach and through Lower Paia. This is a popular beach located in the  center of town and used by body surfers, body and board riders. XE "BEACH:PAIA BAY" 

 XE "beach park:Lower Paia" 

 XE "surf:Old Mans" 
Mantokuji Bay (M-102) is located in a 300 m wide bay on the eastern side of Fly Water Point. The beach extends for 100 m along the base of the bay, with 10 m high red weathered basalt points extending 100 m seaward on either side. The beach is steep, narrow and eroding, in places into the backing red bluffs, with the red soils often discolours the bay waters. Waves break over the outer reefs 800 m offshore with low waves surging up the steep beach. Higher inshore waves break over a reef off the western side of the bay, with a rip running out against the eastern headland. A cemetery backs the western half of the beach with houses behind the remainder, then the highway and the  center of Lower Paia. XE "BEACH:MANTOKUJI BAY" 
MAUI 103-104
KUAU BAY
No.
Beach 

Rating

Type



Length




Shore
Outer

103
Traveras Bay
4
7
R+beachrock/fringing reef
200 m

104
Lamalani
4
7
R+fringing reef

50 m

Kuau Bay is a 1 km wide northwest-facing bay located on the eastern side of the Lower Paia shoreline, with the highway paralleling the base of the bay. Most of the bay shore is composed low 10 m high basalt bluffs, with scattered houses behind. The bay is partly sheltered by the fringing reef located 800 m offshore. Two small beaches are located along the base of the bay (M 103 & 104).

Traveras Bay (M-103) is a 200 m wide beach located on the western side of Kuau Bay. The slightly curving beach is bordered by low weathered red basalt points surrounded by basalt boulders. The beach is a steep and narrow and usually contains prominent cusps. It has basalt soil and rocks outcropping along of the beach and forming a reef that parallels the shoreline just a few metres offshore. The reef induces wave breaking and maintains permanent rips to either end, as well as discolouring the water. The Kuau Pipeline is located over the reef that extends 200 m off the western point. There is a small public car park at the eastern end of the beach with undeveloped land behind the remainder, then the highway. XE "BEACH:TRAVERAS BAY" 

 XE "surf:Traveras Bay" 

 XE "surf:Kuau Pipeline" 
Lamalani beach (M-104) is a 50 m long pocket of sand located in the next small rocky embayment 200 m east of Traveras Bay. The little beach is fronted by a shallow rocky seafloor with waves breaking off the beach and a rip usually angled out against the western Ako Point. A 200 m wide gap in the outer reef permits higher waves to reach the shore. The beach has experienced erosion and is backed by a seawall with houses behind. It provides access to the surf breaks off the beach and on the eastern side of Kuau Bay. XE "BEACH:LAMALANI" 
MAUI 105-106
MAMAS - H-POKO PAPA
No.
Beach 

Rating

Type


Length




Shore
Outer

105
Mamas

4
7
R+beachrock/fringing reef
100 m

106
H-Poko Papa
4
7
R+beachrock/fringing reef
200 m

Ako Point marks the end of the coastal plain and the beginning of the higher cliffed coast that dominates all of east Maui. Extending east of the point is a 1000 m long section of northwest-facing shoreline backed by basalt slopes rising to the highway that runs 15 m above the shore. Two beaches are located at the base of the slopes (M 105 & 1-6).

Mamas Beach (M-105) is a 100 m long pocket of sand located immediately east of the point, with large basalt boulders of the point forming both boundaries. The steep sandy beach is fronted by a 100 wide mixture of basalt rocks, boulders cemented by beachrock, with deeper water beyond and the fringing reef located 500 m offshore. A 200 m wide gap in the outer reef permits higher north though east swell to reach the beach where waves average up to 1 m during the winter. During calmer summer conditions this is a popular family beach, however when waves are breaking across the rocks it becomes more hazardous. The famous Mamas Fishhouse backs the beach, with a small public car park on the slopes above the eastern end of the beach. XE "BEACH:MAMAS BEACH" 
H-Poko Papa beach (M-106) is located 200 m further east along the bluffs, and consists of a 200 m long strip of high tide sand, bordered and backed by the 15 m high basalt bluffs, and fronted by a continuous strip of beachrock. The fringing reef lies 400 m off the beach and is continuous with the beach, with channels to either end. Waves break on the outer reef, then again on the beachrock ledge, with only low wave at the sandy shore. The beach is used during calmer conditions with children swimming in the tidal pools on the rocks. However is unsuitable for swimming seaward of the beachrock and when waves are breaking because of the rocks and a strong westerly current that flows along the rocks and feeds into the rip that exits though the channel off Mamas Beach. XE "BEACH:H-POKO PAPA" 
MAUI 107
HOOKIPA BEACH PARK
No.
Beach 


Rating

Type


Length





Shore
Outer

107
Hookipa Beach Park
5
8
R+beachrock+fringing reef
350 m

Hookipa Beach Park (M-107) is a very popular wind, kite and board surfing beach and the last of the chain of sandy beaches at extends east of Kahului. The 350 m long steep sandy beach is bordered by 15-20 m high basalt points and surrounding boulders, with the eastern headland extending 300 m seaward to where it is fronted by extensive basalt and coral reefs. The fringing reefs move to within 200-300 m offshore linking with the reefs off the eastern headland. As a consequence the beach provides access to a range of more accessible reef breaks beginning with Lanes in the east, then Hookipa Point, Middles and Pavilions off the eastern point. Closer to shore a continuous beachrock reef parallels the base of the beach, in addition to basalt boulder scattered along the shore. Whenever waves are breaking over the reef they feed a strong westerly current along the beach, which exits as a strong permanent rip against Hookipa Point. The beach is located just below the highway with one-way vehicle access from the eastern end. Lifeguard towers are located in the  center of the beach next to the toilet block and at the western end in lee of the western rip. The beach is only suitable for swimming during calm conditions, with the rocks, reefs and strong rip a problem when waves are breaking. However the beach reamins an extremely popular surfing location. XE "BEACH:HOOKIPA BEACH PARK" 

 XE "beach park:Hookipa" 

 XE "lifeguard:Hookipa" 

 XE "surf:Hookipa" 

 XE "surf:Lanes" 

 XE "surf:Hookipa Point" 

 XE "surf:Middles" 

 XE "surf:Pravilions" 
MAUI 108
MALIKO BAY
No.
Beach 

Rating

Type


Length




Shore
Outer

108
Maliko Bay
3
5
Cobble-boulder
80 m

Maliko Bay (M-108) is a deeply incised V-shaped valley located 1.5 km east of Hookipa Beach. The highway winds down and around the rear of the bay, which is incised 400 m into the bordering 30-50 m high basalt cliffs. The Maliko Stream flows down the valley and into the western side of the bay where it has deposited a coarse delta which has been reworked by the waves into an 80 m long sand, cobble and boulder beach. The beach is backed by a low grassy area over the delta sediments which is used as a car park by fishermen launching their boats from a boat ramp located just past the eastern end of the beach. The bay is moderately sheltered with usually low waves reaching the beach and breaking off the beach across the rocky seafloor. XE "BEACH:MALIKO BAY" 
The bay is also the site for launching jet skis to take the tow-in surfers out to the Jaws big wave break located 5 km east of the bay on the western side of Kapukaulua Point. During high wave conditions the bay become very hazardous owing to the size of the swell rolling into the bay. First the higher waves close out across the bay mouth, leaving a channel on the eastern side. Second, a strong rip exists through the channel; and third the waves generate high wave set up and set down, which can rise and lower water level inside the bay and up the stream as much as 2-3 m. XE "surf:Jaws" 
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AHIHI BAY, 3

ALAELOA, 20

AWALUA BEACH, 14

BABY, 32

BABY BEACH, 15

BALDWIN BEACH PARK, 33

BIG BEACH, 3

BLACK SAND BEACH, 4

CANOE BEACH PARK, 16

CARTERS REEF, 2

CHANGS BEACH, 5

DIG ME, 17

DUMPS, 2

FLEMING BEACH PARK, 22

HALO, 5

HANAKAOO, 17

HAWEA POINT, 22

HONOKOHAU BAY, 24

HONOKOWAI BEACH, 18

HONOLUA BAY, 23

HOOKIPA BEACH PARK, 36

H-POKO PAPA, 35

IRONWOOD BEACH, 22

JODO BEACH, 15

KAA POINT, 30

KAANAPALI BEACH, 18

KAEA POINT, 19

KAHANA BEACH, 19

KAHANA BEACH PARK 1, 30

KAHANA BEACH PARK 2, 30

KAHANA POND, 29

KAHAULOA BAY, 25

KAHAULOA BAY WEST, 24

KAHULUI HARBOUR, 28

KA'ILI'ILI, 13

KALEOLEPO PARK, 10

KALEOLEPO PARK NORTH, 11

KAMAOLE 1, 9

KAMAOLE 2, 8

KAMAOLE 3, 8

KAOPALA BEACH, 19

KAPALUA, 21

KAPUA'IKEA POINT, 5

KEAWAKAPU BEACH NORTH, 7

KEAWAKAPU BEACH SOUTH, 7

KEAWALA'I COVE, 4

KEONENUI BEACH, 20

KEONEOIO BAY, 2

KIEHI BOAT RAMP, 8

KING KAHEKILI BEACH, 18

KINNEY REEF, 33

KOOKS, 29

KPH, 17

KULANAOKAKA'I BEACH, 14

LAHAINA BEACH, 15

LAHOOLE, 25

LAMALANI, 35

LAUNIU POKO STATE PARK, 14

LITTLE BEACH, 3

MAALAEA HARBOUR, 12

MAI POINA OE'LA'U PARK, 11

MAKENA BEACH, 4

MAKENA LANDING, 4

MALA BEACH, 15

MALIKO BAY, 36

MAMAS BEACH, 35

MANTOKUJI BAY, 34

MARRIOTT, 17

MAUI LU 1, 11

MAUI LU 2, 11

MCGREGORS POINT, 12

MOHAPU BEACH, 7

MOON SURFACE, 3

NAMALU BAY, 21

NAPILI BAY, 21

NEHE POINT, 28

OLOWALU BEACH, 14

ONELOA BEACH, 3

PAIA BAY, 34

PALAUEA, 6

PAPALAUA STATE WAYSIDE, 13

PAPAULA POINT 1, 31

PAPAULA POINT 2, 31

PAUKUKALO, 28

PAUKUKALO NORTH, 28

POELUA, 24

POHAKU BEACH PARK, 18

POLO BEACH, 6

PO'OLENALENA, 5

PUNAHOA, 13

ROBINSON BAY, 19

SHERATON, 17

SLAUGHTERHOUSE BEACH, 23

SPRECKLESVILLE 1, 31

SPRECKLESVILLE 2, 32

SPRECKLESVILLE 3, 32

SPRECKLESVILLE 4, 32

SUGAR BEACH, 12

THE COVE, 9

TRAVERAS BAY, 34

UKUMEHAME BEACH PARK, 13

ULUA BEACH, 7

WAHIKULI STATE PARK, 16

WAIEHU, 27

WAIEHU BEACH PARK, 27

WAIHEE BEACH PARK, 27

WAIHEE POINT, 26

WAIHEE RIVER, 26

WAILEA BEACH, 7

WAIMAHAIHAI, 10

WAIPUILANI BEACH PARK, 10

WAIPUILANI BEACH PARK NORTH, 10

WEDDING BEACH, 3

WHITE ROCK, 6

WINDMILLS, 23

YOUNGS BEACH, 9

beach park

Baldwin, 33

Canoe, 16

Fleming, 22

Hookipa, 36

Kahana, 30

Kaleolepo, 11

Kamaole, 8, 9

Mai Poina Oe, 11

Launiu Poko State Park, 14

Lower Paia, 34

Papalaua State Wayside, 13

Pohaku, 19

Po'olenalena, 5

Ukumehame, 13

Wahikuli State Park, 16

Waiehu, 27

lifeguard

Baldwin Beach, 33

Flemmings, 22

Hookipa, 36

Kahana Beach Park, 30

Kamaole 1, 9

Kamaole 2, 8

Kamaole 3, 8

state park

Makena, 3

surf

Baldwin Beach, 33

Big Beach, 3

Black Sand, 4

Buzzes, 12

Carters Reef', 2

Caves, 23

Cononuts, 23

Embasy, 18

First Reef, 22

Freight Trains, 12

Gas Chambers, 22

Golf Base, 22

Hanakaoo Point, 17

Hole in Head, 21

Honolohao, 24

Honolua Bay, 23

Hookipa, 36

Hookipa Point, 36

Jaws, 36

Kahului Harbour, 28

Kuau Pipeline, 34

La Perouse Point, 2

Lahaina Breakwater, 15

Lahaina Harbor, 15

Lanes, 36

Launi Poko, 14

Little Makaha, 19, 20

Mala Wharf, 15

McGregors Point, 12

Middles, 36

Mokapu, 7

Moon Surface, 3

Old Mans, 34

Paukukalo, 28

Pravilions, 36

Razor Reef, 23

Rivermouth, 26

S Turns, 19

Sandbar, 22

Scorpion Bowl, 21

Second Reef, 22

Shark Pit, 15

Shaws Reef, 6

Slaughterhouse, 23

Sprecklesville, 31

Subs, 23

Surfers Reef, 15

The Cove, 9

The Dumps, 2

The Point, 23

The Rock, 23

The Whaler, 17

Thousnad Peaks, 13

Traveras Bay, 34

Wailea Point, 7

Windmills, 23
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